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SERVICE-BASED APPROACH TO CHANNEL
SELECTION AND NETWORK
CONFIGURATION FOR TELEVISION WHITE
SPACE NETWORKS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
applications 61/392,350 filed Oct. 12, 2010; 61/445,285 filed
Feb. 22, 2011; and 61/470,914, filed Apr. 1, 2011.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This application is related to wireless communications.

BACKGROUND

Coexistence between heterogeneous and independently
operated networks in the television (TV) bands use unli-
censed operation modes, also known as TV White Space
(TVWS) networks. A single service access point
(COEX_COMM_SAP) may support communication
between the various system components when these are dis-
tinct. In particular, particular interfaces may all be supported
by the single service access point (SAP).

SUMMARY

A method for managing channel selection in a dynamic
spectrum management network includes receiving a spec-
trum allocation request; based on the source of the spectrum
allocation request, checking for available channels; based on
the source of the spectrum allocation request, collecting sens-
ing and usage data for the available channels; providing the
channel usage data to an entity that transmitted the spectrum
allocation request.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more detailed understanding may be had from the fol-
lowing description, given by way of example in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1A is a system diagram of an example communica-
tions system in which one or more disclosed embodiments
may be implemented.

FIG. 1B is a system diagram of an example wireless trans-
mit/receive unit (WTRU) that may be used within the com-
munications system illustrated in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 1C is a system diagram of an example radio access
network and an example core network that may be used
within the communications system illustrated in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 2 shows three carrier aggregation types.

FIG. 3 shows carrier aggregation of IMT bands and TVWS
bands.

FIG. 4 shows carrier aggregation of IMT and LE bands.

FIG. 5 shows an example of a base station initiated activa-
tion of LE band operation.

FIG. 6 shows an example of a base station initiated activa-
tion of LE band operation without a coexistence database.

FIG. 7 shows an example of a base station initiated deac-
tivation of LE band operation.

FIG. 8 shows an example of a base station initiated com-
ponent carrier reconfiguration.

FIGS. 9A and 9B show an example of an incumbent detec-
tion on an LE channel.

FIGS. 10A and 10B show an example of a WTRU specific
frequency change.
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2

FIGS. 11A and 11B show an example of enabling CA at a
specific WTRU through supplementary carrier measure-
ments.

FIG. 12 shows an example of coexistence enabled cell
change and/or reconfiguration.

FIG. 13 shows an example of licensed cell handover while
performing CA in LE bands.

FIG. 14 shows an example format of channel and PCI
information in PCI suggestion variant.

FIG. 15 shows a base station state transition diagram.

FIG. 16 shows a WTRU state transition diagram.

FIG. 17 shows a logical coexistence-specific system archi-
tecture.

FIG. 18 shows a channel selection procedure in coexist-
ence information services for LTE systems.

FIG. 19 shows an exemplary deployment of a centralized
coexistence entity with Inter-CM communication.

FIG. 20 shows an exemplary implementation of the cen-
tralized coexistence entity approach in LTE HeNB system.

FIG. 21 shows the CM’s operations for the information
coexistence service.

FIG. 22 illustrates the different acting functions related to
the operating policies over the different LTE system nodes.

FIG. 23 shows a flowchart of coexistence enabler’s opera-
tions for information service.

FIG. 24 shows an exemplary CE registration procedure.

FIG. 25 shows an exemplary network update procedure.

FIG. 26 shows an exemplary spectrum request procedure
for information service.

FIG. 27 shows exemplary spectrum request procedure for
management service.

FIG. 28 shows exemplary spectrum adjustment procedure
for information service.

FIG. 29 shows an exemplary alternative centralized coex-
istence architecture in an LTE system.

FIG. 30 shows an exemplary deployment of centralized
coexistence entity without inter-CM communication.

FIG. 31 shows coexistence manager’s operations for infor-
mation service and advanced CDIS.

FIG. 32 shows an exemplary spectrum request procedure
for information service.

FIG. 33 shows an exemplary spectrum request procedure
for management service.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Introduction

As aresult of the transition from analog to digital television
(TV) transmissions in the 470-862 MHz frequency band,
portions of the spectrum are no longer used for TV transmis-
sions, though the amount and exact frequency of unused
spectrum varies from location to location. The unused por-
tions of the spectrum are referred to as TV White Space
(TVWS). The Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
is opening these TVWS frequencies for a variety of unli-
censed uses, including use of WS in the 470-790 MHz bands.
These frequencies may be exploited by secondary users for
any radio communication given that it is not interfering with
other incumbent and/or primary users. There may be licensed
signals, other than TV signals, transmitted on these frequen-
cies that are considered incumbents. For example, an incum-
bent signal may be Broadcasting Service (TBS) or Program
Making and Special Event (PMSE) services, including radio
microphones in particular. Primary users may register with
the WS geolocation database. The WS geolocation database
may provide up-to-date information on incumbent frequency
usage to other entities.
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In Long Term Evolution-Advanced (LTE-A), two to five
component carriers (CCs) may be aggregated in order to
support wider transmission bandwidths, up to 100 MHz. A
wireless transmit/receive unit (WTRU), depending on its
capabilities, may simultaneously receive or transmit on one
or more CCs. A WTRU may also be capable of aggregating a
number of differently sized CCs in an uplink (UL) or down-
link (DL). Carrier aggregation (CA) may support both con-
tiguous and non-contiguous CCs.

For example, FIG. 2 shows three different scenarios of CA,
including: (a) intra-band contiguous CA where multiple adja-
cent CCs 200 are aggregated to produce contiguous band-
width wider than 20 MHz; (b) intra-band non-contiguous CA
where multiple CCs that belong to the same bands, but are not
adjacent to one another, are aggregated and used in a non-
contiguous manner; and (c¢) inter-band non-contiguous CA
where multiple CCs that belong to different bands are aggre-
gated.

LTE systems, and others that support CA (e.g. DC-HSPA),
may take advantage of available license exempt (LE) or
TVWS spectrum. LTE systems may use the available LE or
TVWS spectrum to add new bands to existing LTE band use
for CA to transmit to a WTRU in the DL direction, or to a
base-station in the UL direction. Operation of systems in the
TVWS bands may be done on an unlicensed, opportunistic
basis. Therefore, methods of frequency planning may not be
applied. As a result, frequency planning for any system oper-
ating in LE or TVWS may occur in real time. Due to fre-
quency planning occurring in real time, for any system to
perform CA between its licensed bands and the LE or TVWS
bands, the system may need to select supplementary LE or
TVWS channels with care to avoid interfering with incum-
bents and to ensure coexistence with other secondary users.

The dynamic nature of channel availability and/or quality
in TVWS or LE spectrum may bring challenges in performing
CA, as the channels to be aggregated may not always be
available or may need to be abandoned to protect incumbents.
There is a need for signaling between different entities
involved (e.g. base stations, WS geolocation database etc.) to
coordinate mechanisms such as activation and/or deactiva-
tion of operation in TVWS or LE bands, incumbent protec-
tion on TVWS or LE bands, or reconfiguration of TVWS or
LE bands. Foran LTE, or other, system operating in TVWS or
LE bands, there may be a need for robust mechanisms that
enable the reliable use of CA. As a result, procedures, such as
the use of measurements, may need to be defined for the BS
and the WTRU when a LE band is used.

In LTE-A, CA may be enabled by having a WIRU com-
municate to multiple cells, where each cell has its own physi-
cal cell identifier (PCI). For primary and secondary cells in
the licensed bands, the PCIs may be managed (i.e. assigned to
each cell) locally by each operator. Since each operator may
have exclusive use of the frequency band over which it oper-
ates (in a specific area), there may be no risk of PCI collision
or confusion. When multiple operators (each managed by a
CCP) may coexist on the same set of LE frequencies, the
problem of management of PCI may exist and procedures for
allocating a PCI to each BS that operates in the LE band may
be required.

Dual Cell-High Speed Packet Access (DC-HSPA) may
also allow for CA.

By using the CA principle, LTE systems, and all other
systems that support CA, may improve user peak-rates, net-
work traffic offload, and in specific areas, provide coverage
extension. In order for an LTE system to manage the aggre-
gation of the licensed bands and opportunistic spectrum
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4

localized in the LE bands, there is a need for coordination
between the LTE system and the users of the LE bands.

Network Components and Architecture

When referred to hereafter, the term “wireless transmit/
receive unit (WTRU)” includes, but is not limited to, a user
equipment (UE), a mobile station, a fixed or mobile sub-
scriber unit, a pager, a cellular telephone, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a computer, or any other type of user device
capable of operating in a wireless environment. When
referred to hereafter, the term “base station” includes, but is
not limited to, a Node B, a site controller, an access point
(AP), or any other type of interfacing device capable of oper-
ating in a wireless environment.

General Architecture

FIG. 1A is a diagram of an example communications sys-
tem 100 in which one or more disclosed embodiments may be
implemented. The communications system 100 may be a
multiple access system that provides content, such as voice,
data, video, messaging, broadcast, etc., to multiple wireless
users. The communications system 100 may enable multiple
wireless users to access such content through the sharing of
system resources, including wireless bandwidth. For
example, the communications systems 100 may employ one
or more channel access methods, such as code division mul-
tiple access (CDMA), time division multiple access
(TDMA), frequency division multiple access (FDMA),
orthogonal FDMA (OFDMA), single-carrier FDMA (SC-
FDMA), and the like.

As shownin FIG. 1A, the communications system 100 may
include wireless transmit/receive units (WTRUs) 102a, 1025,
102¢, 1024, a radio access network (RAN) 104, a core net-
work 106, a public switched telephone network (PSTN) 108,
the Internet 110, and other networks 112, though it may be
appreciated that the disclosed embodiments contemplate any
number of WTRUS, base stations, networks, and/or network
elements. Each ofthe WTRUs 1024, 1025,102¢, 1024 may be
any type of device configured to operate and/or communicate
in a wireless environment. By way of example, the WTRUs
102a, 1025, 102¢, 1024 may be configured to transmit and/or
receive wireless signals and may include user equipment
(UE), a mobile station, a fixed or mobile subscriber unit, a
pager, a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA),
a smartphone, a laptop, a netbook, a personal computer, a
wireless sensor, consumer electronics, and the like.

The communications systems 100 may also include a base
station 114a and a base station 1145. Each of the base stations
114a, 1145 may be any type of device configured to wire-
lessly interface with at least one of the WIRUs 102a, 1025,
102, 1024 to facilitate access to one or more communication
networks, such as the core network 106, the Internet 110,
and/or the other networks 112. By way of example, the base
stations 114a, 1145 may be a base transceiver station (BTS),
a Node-B, an eNode B, a Home Node B, a Home eNode B, a
site controller, an access point (AP), a wireless router, and the
like. While the base stations 114a, 1145 are each depicted as
a single element, it may be appreciated that the base stations
114a, 1145 may include any number of interconnected base
stations and/or network elements.

The base station 114a may be part of the RAN 104, which
may also include other base stations and/or network elements
(not shown), such as a base station controller (BSC), a radio
network controller (RNC), relay nodes, etc. The base station
114a and/or the base station 1145 may be configured to trans-
mit and/or receive wireless signals within a particular geo-
graphic region, which may be referred to as a cell (not shown).
The cell may further be divided into cell sectors. For example,
the cell associated with the base station 114a may be divided
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into three sectors. Thus, in one embodiment, the base station
114a may include three transceivers, i.e., one for each sector
of'the cell. In another embodiment, the base station 114a may
employ multiple-input multiple output (MIMO) technology
and, therefore, may utilize multiple transceivers for each sec-
tor of the cell.

The base stations 114a, 1145 may communicate with one
or more of the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, 1024 over an air
interface 116, which may be any suitable wireless communi-
cation link (e.g., radio frequency (RF), microwave, infrared
(IR), ultraviolet (UV), visible light, etc.). The air interface
116 may be established using any suitable radio access tech-
nology (RAT).

More specifically, as noted above, the communications
system 100 may be a multiple access system and may employ
one or more channel access schemes, such as CDMA,
TDMA, FDMA, OFDMA, SC-FDMA, and the like. For
example, the base station 114a in the RAN 104 and the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ may implement a radio technology
such as Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(UMTS) Terrestrial Radio Access (UTRA), which may estab-
lish the air interface 116 using wideband CDMA (WCDMA).
WCDMA may include communication protocols such as
High-Speed Packet Access (HSPA) and/or Evolved HSPA
(HSPA+). HSPA may include High-Speed Downlink Packet
Access (HSDPA) and/or High-Speed Uplink Packet Access
(HSUPA).

In another embodiment, the base station 114a and the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ may implement a radio technology
such as Evolved UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA),
which may establish the air interface 116 using Long Term
Evolution (LTE) and/or LTE-Advanced (LTE-A).

In other embodiments, the base station 114a and the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ may implement radio technologies
such as IEEE 802.16 (i.e., Worldwide Interoperability for
Microwave Access (WiMAX)), CDMA2000, CDMA2000
1x, CDMA2000 EV-DO, Interim Standard 2000 (IS-2000),
Interim Standard 95 (IS-95), Interim Standard 856 (IS-856),
Global System for Mobile communications (GSM),
Enhanced Data rates for GSM Evolution (EDGE), GSM
EDGE (GERAN), and the like.

The base station 1145 in FIG. 1A may be a wireless router,
Home Node B, Home eNode B, or access point, for example,
and may utilize any suitable RAT for facilitating wireless
connectivity in a localized area, such as a place of business, a
home, a vehicle, a campus, and the like. In one embodiment,
the base station 1145 and the WTRUs 102¢, 1024 may imple-
ment a radio technology such as IEEE 802.11 to establish a
wireless local area network (WLAN). In another embodi-
ment, the base station 1145 and the WTRUs 102¢, 1024 may
implement a radio technology such as IEEE 802.15 to estab-
lish a wireless personal area network (WPAN). In yet another
embodiment, the base station 1145 and the WTRUs 102¢,
102d may utilize a cellular-based RAT (e.g., WCDMA,
CDMA2000, GSM, LTE, LTE-A, etc.) to establish a picocell
or femtocell. As shown in FIG. 1A, the base station 11456 may
have a direct connection to the Internet 110. Thus, the base
station 1145 may not be required to access the Internet 110 via
the core network 106.

The RAN 104 may be in communication with the core
network 106, which may be any type of network configured to
provide voice, data, applications, and/or voice over internet
protocol (VoIP) services to one or more of the WTRUs 102a,
1025, 102¢, 102d. For example, the core network 106 may
provide call control, billing services, mobile location-based
services, pre-paid calling, Internet connectivity, video distri-
bution, etc., and/or perform high-level security functions,
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such as user authentication. Although not shown in FIG. 1A,
it may be appreciated that the RAN 104 and/or the core
network 106 may be in direct or indirect communication with
other RANs that employ the same RAT as the RAN 104 or a
different RAT. For example, in addition to being connected to
the RAN 104, which may be utilizing an E-UTRA radio
technology, the core network 106 may also be in communi-
cation with another RAN (not shown) employing a GSM
radio technology.

The core network 106 may also serve as a gateway for the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, 102d to access the PSTN 108, the
Internet 110, and/or other networks 112. The PSTN 108 may
include circuit-switched telephone networks that provide
plain old telephone service (POTS). The Internet 110 may
include a global system of interconnected computer networks
and devices that use common communication protocols, such
as the transmission control protocol (TCP), user datagram
protocol (UDP) and the internet protocol (IP) in the TCP/IP
internet protocol suite. The networks 112 may include wired
or wireless communications networks owned and/or operated
by other service providers. For example, the networks 112
may include another core network connected to one or more
RANSs, which may employ the same RAT as the RAN 104 or
a different RAT.

Some or all of the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, 1024 in the
communications system 100 may include multi-mode capa-
bilities, i.e., the WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢, 102d may include
multiple transceivers for communicating with different wire-
less networks over different wireless links. For example, the
WTRU 102¢ shown in FIG. 1A may be configured to com-
municate with the base station 1144, which may employ a
cellular-based radio technology, and with the base station
1145, which may employ an IEEE 802 radio technology.

FIG. 1B is a system diagram of an example WTRU 102. As
shown in FIG. 1B, the WTRU 102 may include a processor
118, a transceiver 120, a transmit/receive element 122, a
speaker/microphone 124, a keypad 126, a display/touchpad
128, non-removable memory 106, removable memory 132, a
power source 134, a global positioning system (GPS) chipset
136, and other peripherals 138. It may be appreciated that the
WTRU 102 may include any sub-combination of the forego-
ing elements while remaining consistent with an embodi-
ment.

The processor 118 may be a general purpose processor, a
special purpose processor, a conventional processor, a digital
signal processor (DSP), a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in association with a DSP core, a con-
troller, a microcontroller, Application Specific Integrated Cir-
cuits (ASICs), Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGAs) cir-
cuits, any other type of integrated circuit (IC), a state
machine, and the like. The processor 118 may perform signal
coding, data processing, power control, input/output process-
ing, and/or any other functionality that enables the WTRU
102 to operate in a wireless environment. The processor 118
may be coupled to the transceiver 120, which may be coupled
to the transmit/receive element 122. While FIG. 1B depicts
the processor 118 and the transceiver 120 as separate compo-
nents, it may be appreciated that the processor 118 and the
transceiver 120 may be integrated together in an electronic
package or chip.

The transmit/receive element 122 may be configured to
transmit signals to, or receive signals from, a base station
(e.g., the base station 114a) over the air interface 116. For
example, in one embodiment, the transmit/receive element
122 may be an antenna configured to transmit and/or receive
RF signals. In another embodiment, the transmit/receive ele-
ment 122 may be an emitter/detector configured to transmit
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and/or receive IR, UV, or visible light signals, for example. In
yet another embodiment, the transmit/receive element 122
may be configured to transmit and receive both RF and light
signals. It may be appreciated that the transmit/receive ele-
ment 122 may be configured to transmit and/or receive any
combination of wireless signals.

In addition, although the transmit/receive element 122 is
depicted in FIG. 1B as a single element, the WIRU 102 may
include any number of transmit/receive elements 122. More
specifically, the WIRU 102 may employ MIMO technology.
Thus, in one embodiment, the WTRU 102 may include two or
more transmit/receive elements 122 (e.g., multiple antennas)
for transmitting and receiving wireless signals over the air
interface 116.

The transceiver 120 may be configured to modulate the
signals that are to be transmitted by the transmit/receive ele-
ment 122 and to demodulate the signals that are received by
the transmit/receive element 122. As noted above, the WTRU
102 may have multi-mode capabilities. Thus, the transceiver
120 may include multiple transceivers for enabling the
WTRU 102 to communicate via multiple RATs, such as
UTRA and IEEE 802.11, for example.

The processor 118 of the WTRU 102 may be coupled to,
and may receive user input data from, the speaker/micro-
phone 124, the keypad 126, and/or the display/touchpad 128
(e.g., a liquid crystal display (LCD) display unit or organic
light-emitting diode (OLED) display unit). The processor 118
may also output user data to the speaker/microphone 124, the
keypad 126, and/or the display/touchpad 128. In addition, the
processor 118 may access information from, and store data in,
any type of suitable memory, such as the non-removable
memory 106 and/or the removable memory 132. The non-
removable memory 106 may include random-access memory
(RAM), read-only memory (ROM), a hard disk, or any other
type of memory storage device. The removable memory 132
may include a subscriber identity module (SIM) card, a
memory stick, a secure digital (SD) memory card, and the
like. In other embodiments, the processor 118 may access
information from, and store data in, memory that is not physi-
cally located on the WTRU 102, such as on a server or ahome
computer (not shown).

The processor 118 may receive power from the power
source 134, and may be configured to distribute and/or con-
trol the power to the other components in the WTRU 102. The
power source 134 may be any suitable device for powering
the WTRU 102. For example, the power source 134 may
include one or more dry cell batteries (e.g., nickel-cadmium
(NiCd), nickel-zinc (NiZn), nickel metal hydride (NiMH),
lithium-ion (Li-ion), etc.), solar cells, fuel cells, and the like.

The processor 118 may also be coupled to the GPS chipset
136, which may be configured to provide location informa-
tion (e.g., longitude and latitude) regarding the current loca-
tion of the WTRU 102. In addition to, or in lieu of, the
information from the GPS chipset 136, the WTRU 102 may
receive location information over the air interface 116 from a
base station (e.g., base stations 114a, 1145b) and/or determine
its location based on the timing of the signals being received
from two or more nearby base stations. It may be appreciated
that the WTRU 102 may acquire location information by way
of any suitable location-determination method while remain-
ing consistent with an embodiment.

The processor 118 may further be coupled to other periph-
erals 138, which may include one or more software and/or
hardware modules that provide additional features, function-
ality and/or wired or wireless connectivity. For example, the
peripherals 138 may include an accelerometer, an e-compass,
a satellite transceiver, a digital camera (for photographs or
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video), a universal serial bus (USB) port, a vibration device,
a television transceiver, a hands free headset, a Bluetooth®
module, a frequency modulated (FM) radio unit, a digital
music player, a media player, a video game player module, an
Internet browser, and the like.

FIG. 1C is a system diagram of the RAN 104 and the core
network 106 according to an embodiment. As noted above,
the RAN 104 may employ an E-UTRA radio technology to
communicate with the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ over the air
interface 116. The RAN 104 may also be in communication
with the core network 106.

The RAN 104 may include eNode-Bs 140a, 1405, 140c¢,
though it may be appreciated that the RAN 104 may include
any number of eNode-Bs while remaining consistent with an
embodiment. The eNode-Bs 140a, 1405, 140c¢ may each
include one or more transceivers for communicating with the
WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢ over the air interface 116. In one
embodiment, the eNode-Bs 140a, 1405, 140c may implement
MIMO technology. Thus, the eNode-B 140q, for example,
may use multiple antennas to transmit wireless signals to, and
receive wireless signals from, the WTRU 102a.

Each of the eNode-Bs 1404, 1405, 140¢ may be associated
with a particular cell (not shown) and may be configured to
handle radio resource management decisions, handover deci-
sions, scheduling of users in the uplink and/or downlink, and
the like. As shown in FIG. 1C, the eNode-Bs 140a,1405,140¢
may communicate with one another over an X2 interface.

The core network 106 shown in FIG. 1C may include a
mobility management gateway (MME) 142, a serving gate-
way 144, and a packet data network (PDN) gateway 146.
While each of the foregoing elements are depicted as part of
the core network 106, it may be appreciated that any one of
these elements may be owned and/or operated by an entity
other than the core network operator.

The MME 142 may be connected to each of the eNode-Bs
142a,142b,142¢ inthe RAN 104 via an S1 interface and may
serve as a control node. For example, the MME 142 may be
responsible for authenticating users of the WTRUs 102a,
1024, 102¢, bearer activation/deactivation, selecting a par-
ticular serving gateway during an initial attach of the WTRUs
102a, 1025, 102¢, and the like. The MME 142 may also
provide a control plane function for switching between the
RAN 104 and other RANs (not shown) that employ other
radio technologies, such as GSM or WCDMA.

The serving gateway 144 may be connected to each of the
eNode Bs 140a, 1405, 140c¢ in the RAN 104 via the S1
interface. The serving gateway 144 may generally route and
forward user data packets to/from the WTRUs 1024, 1025,
102¢. The serving gateway 144 may also perform other func-
tions, such as anchoring user planes during inter-eNode B
handovers, triggering paging when downlink data is available
for the WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢, managing and storing
contexts of the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, and the like.

The serving gateway 144 may also be connected to the
PDN gateway 146, which may provide the WTRUs 102a,
1024, 102¢ with access to packet-switched networks, such as
the Internet 110, to facilitate communications between the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ and IP-enabled devices.

The core network 106 may facilitate communications with
other networks. For example, the core network 106 may pro-
vide the WIRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢ with access to circuit-
switched networks, such as the PSTN 108, to facilitate com-
munications between the WTRUs 102a, 10254, 102¢ and
traditional land-line communications devices. For example,
the core network 106 may include, or may communicate with,
an [P gateway (e.g., an IP multimedia subsystem (IMS)
server) that serves as an interface between the core network
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106 and the PSTN 108. In addition, the core network 106 may
provide the WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢ with access to the
networks 112, which may include other wired or wireless
networks that are owned and/or operated by other service
providers.

TVWS Potential Network Architectures

FIG. 3 shows a carrier aggregation of IMT bands and
TVWS bands and an architecture between three main entities:
the Base Station (BS) 305, the Central Control Point (CCP)
310, and the WS geolocation database 315. The BS 305 may
represent an evolved Node B (eNB) in the LTE standards. The
BS 305 may make scheduling and resource allocation deci-
sions for all WTRUs 320 connected to it. In FIG. 3, the BS 305
is connected to the CCP 310 for control of the unlicensed
spectrum usage. The BS 305 may be capable of operating in
licensed bands only or in both licensed and LE bands.

The availability and/or quality of an LE channel may notbe
guaranteed. Therefore, there may be a need to have an entity
that provides up-to-date information on LE spectrum usage in
a given area. This functionality may be provided by the WS
geolocation database 315. The WS geolocation database 315
may contain information about the incumbent users in the LE
bands.

The CCP 310 may be an enhanced BS 305 or a standalone
node. The CCP 310 may be used to manage access of an LTE
system to the LE bands. The CCP 310 may connect to the WS
geolocation database 315 to receive information on LE spec-
trum usage. The CCP 310 may manage the LE spectrum
allocation to the BSes 305, eliminating a need for negotiation
between the BSes 305.

For secondary users to coexist in LE bands, communica-
tion between neighbor CCPs may be required to exchange
information regarding the usage of LE bands by secondary
users. The geolocation database 315 may help in providing
incumbent protection, but may not provide information about
secondary users to help with coexistence issues. Architecture
with the inclusion of a coexistence database may be needed.
The coexistence database may keep up-to-date information
on which channels are being used by which secondary users,
as well as, location information to help adjacent base stations
(BSs) avoid the use of adjacent component carriers (CCs).
The coexistence database may remove the need for signaling
between multiple central control points (CCPs) and may pro-
vide a central information bank for a given geographical area.

FIG. 4 shows a carrier aggregation of IMT and license
exempt (LE) bands. FIG. 4 demonstrates the use of the archi-
tecture 400 described above and shows links between the BS
405, a CCP 410, a WS geolocation database 415, at least one
WTRU 420, a coexistence database 425 and at least one
neighbor CCP 430 that may be necessary to perform carrier
aggregation (CA) between the IMT and LE bands. The BS
405 may include an LTE macro cell or of a pico/femto/RRH
cell used to provide hot-spot coverage that may aggregate
licensed and LE bands.

When a BS 405 decides that it could use more bandwidth,
it may inquire of the CCP 410 whether there are any available
LE frequencies. The CCP 410 may query both the Geoloca-
tion 415 and the Coexistence 425 databases and may make a
decision of which, if any, frequency to allocate to the BS 405.
If allocated, the BS 405 may reconfigure itself with the new
frequency. If not allocated, the BS 405 may continue to oper-
ate in the licensed LTE bands.

This additional carrier may be used for scheduling of
downlink or uplink traffic to and/or from any or all of the
WTRUs 420 currently connected to the BS 405. The BS 405
may also have the capability of sensing the LE spectrum and
may transmit the sensing results to the CCP 410.
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In a first example, a BS 405 may move from operationin a
licensed band to operation in both licensed and LE bands
through CA. Several events may trigger a decision to move
from operation in a licensed band to operation in both
licensed and LE bands. For example, the BS 405 may make
use of the LE bands to increase peak data rate of the network.
Another example of an event that may trigger a decision to
move, the BS 405 may provide network traffic offload by
utilizing additional available bandwidth in the LE bands.
Another example of an event that may trigger a decision to
move, the BS 405, via the radio resource management
(RRM), may react to the load and bandwidth requirements
(either uplink or downlink) of each of'the WTRUs 420 that the
BS 405 is serving when making the decision to move.

The BS 405 may decide to start operation in both licensed
and LE bands by adding a component carrier in the LE bands.
Once this component carrier is added, resources may be
scheduled for certain or all WTRUs on the LE carrier.

Coexistence architecture may configure a single service
access point (COEX_COMM_SAP) to support channel
assignments and network configuration services. With refer-
ence to a proposed coexistence architecture, the focus of the
proposed service-based approach to channel selection and
network configuration may be at interfaces B1, B2 and B3
between coexistence servers, managers, and enablers, for
example. It should be noted, however, that the definition of a
joint single access point (SAP) permits multiple variations on
the architecture, and the architecture disclosed herein need
not be so limited. The SAP may define the protocol used by
physically distinct elements of an actual system for interop-
erability and cooperation in the scope of coexistence.

Furthermore, although a primary target of the proposed
service-based approach is the coexistence of the television
white spaces (TVWS) devices and networks, a proposed
approach may be used in other spectra where operation by
multiple operators or operation of distinct technologies is
supported (e.g. the unlicensed industrial, scientific and medi-
cal (ISM) spectra).

FIG. 17 shows a logical coexistence-specific system archi-
tecture that defines without limitation, the system entities,
which may be the core of providing the coexistence for the TV
band networks, and external entities that provide information
to the coexistence system. The coexistence system may
include three logical entities, Coexistence Enabler (CE)
1705, Coexistence Manager (CM) 1710, and Coexistence
Discovery and Information Server (CDIS) 1715.

The CE 1705 may request and obtain information from the
TV Band Device (TVBD) 1720 and send resource request to
the CM 1710. It may also configure the TVBD’s operational
parameters, based on the resource allocations from the CM.

The CM 1710 may provide spectrum management service
to CEs 1705, and discover and solve coexistence conflicts of
the TVBD networks 1720 operating in the same area, and may
obtain information from the TVWS database 1725 and CMs
1712 of the neighbor networks.

The CDIS 1715 may provide neighbor discovery service to
CMs 1710 and keep records of the registered CMs 1710 and
the information of the TVBD networks 1720.

Coexistence Management Examples

The coexistence services may include both information
based coexistence service and management based coexist-
ence service. In the coexistence information service, the
coexistence system provides TVWS channel usage informa-
tion and sensing data to secondary-user networks (i.e., LTE
HeNB/eNB networks), and lets the latter make informed
decisions on operational parameters. In the coexistence man-
agement service, the coexistence system may make the chan-
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nel selection decision (which may include coordination,
negotiation or reservation kinds of efforts) for secondary-user
networks. Hence, the coexistence management service could
be considered as an advanced version of the coexistence
information service as described herein regarding negotia-
tion.

FIG. 18 describes how channel assignment may be done in
the context of informative coexistence services. Once the CM
1815 within the base station management system (HeMS)
1805 receives spectrum request or spectrum adjustment 1820
from a NodeB 1810, the CM 1815 may, based on the HeNB
1810 geographical location, check the downloaded TVWS
database (which can be downloaded from a remote TVWS
database 1835) and the operator coexistence database 1825 to
get the list of available channels at that location. It may get the
contact information of networks operating near the request-
ing HeNB network from the CDIS 1830.

For each HeNB, the CM 1815 may build an interdepen-
dency mapping, so that HeNB 1810 and APs of the operator’s
network as well as other network registered in the CDIS 1830
potentially interfering or impacted by the given HeNB may be
identified. Based on the interdependency mapping, the CM
1815 may collect updated sensing and usage data with perti-
nent neighbor networks (via their associated CM) 1840. The
CM 1815 may then process this information and provide the
channel usage information 1845 which may include a ranked
and processed candidate list of available channels and perti-
nent associated TVWS channel usage information to the
requesting HeNB network 1810.

Some operator-wise policies may be applied in determin-
ing the available TVWS channels. These policies may include
regulatory rules as well as other operator-specific policies
such as co-channel sharing rules. Similarly, an operator-spe-
cific policy could specify the distance range between the
HeNBs to which the frequency (channel) re-use policy could
be applied. For example, if the distance between two HeNBs
is larger than certain threshold, they could use the same chan-
nel without any extra limitations (e.g., the maximum trans-
mission power).

Once the HeNB 1810 receives the channel usage informa-
tion 1845, the Spectrum Allocation function within the DSM
radio resource manager (RRM) 1850 may make the channel
selection decision 1855 and inform the CM 1860 so that the
operator’s coexistence database 1825 can be updated.

Within this architecture, consider without limitation the
two LTE coexistence systems that follow. For each of these
architectures, there is a focus on LTE networks (especially
HeNB networks), but other network technologies or different
types of network such as enterprise network should also be
possible. This assumes the HeNB networks have the capabili-
ties of operating on TVWS channels, as well as on ISM band.
As discussed herein, devices capable of operating on TVWS
channels are called TVBD, but may also be called WITRUs or
mobile stations. Moreover, a TVDB could be a UE, a HeNB
or a WiFi device could be a UE, a HeNB or a WiFi device.

Coexistence System with Direct Mutual Communication

Architecture of Coexistence System with Direct Mutual
Communication

A deployment example based on a centralized coexistence
entity with direct inter-CM communication is shown in FIG.
19. In this deployment, the TVWS database 1905 and the
coexistence discovery and information server (CDIS) 1910
are located on internet 1915. Each LTE network operator
1920, 1925, 1930 may have its own coexistence manager
(CM) 1935, 1940, 1945 and operator coexistence database
1950, 1955, 1960 residing on the core network and in par-
ticular in the HeNB Management System (HeMS) 1965. Each
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network, e.g., HeNB 1970 may have its own coexistence
enabler (CE) 1975 and be connected to handsets 1980, lap-
tops 1985, or other devices. Note that for the information
coexistence service, the channel selection functionality may
be done in the HeNB 1970, while for the management coex-
istence service, the channel selection functionality may be
done at the CM 1935, 1940, 1945.

Although FIG. 19 shows only a single TVWS database
1905 and a single CDIS 1910, there could be multiple entities
in the system. Furthermore, an LTE core network could have
multiple CMs and operator coexistence databases. The sepa-
ration of the CMs and operator coexistence databases may
depend on locations. In other words, the core network may
have several regional CMs and regional operator coexistence
databases. For some networks (e.g., WLAN), CM, CE, and
operator coexistence database could reside on the same
device as the AP may not support the type of higher layer
functionalities required for a CE.

The CDIS 1910 may provide the neighbor discovery ser-
vice to CMs 1935, 1940, 1945. Based on the location that a
CM 1935, 1940, 1945 indicates, the CDIS 1910 could
respond by a list of networks around that location, as well as
the contact information of those networks.

The operator coexistence database 1950, 1955, 1960 may
contain the TVWS usage information of all secondary net-
works within the network operator, also referred to as sensing
and usage data. The operator coexistence database 1950,
1955, 1960 may reside in the HeMS 1965 next to the CM and
contains a number of entries, each one corresponding to one
HeNB entity or AP operating on TVWS bands.

A CM function may be located in the HeMS 1965. It may
be responsible to manage inter-HeNBs as well as inter-opera-
tor coexistence operation. The functions that CM hosts may
include:

(1) Maintain the operator coexistence database 1950, 1955,
1960;

(2) Update CDIS and TVWS database 1905, 1910 about
the networks within the operator;

(3) Acquire sensing and usage data including information
from neighbor CMs and construct and maintain an interde-
pendency mapping for each HeNB 1970 under its supervi-
sion;

(4) Process and forward the TVWS channel usage infor-
mation to requesting HeNB 1970 which could include some
initial ranking of the available channels as well as proposing
non conflicting physical Cell ID for each channel frequency
(information service only);

(5) Allocate TVWS resources to the HeNB networks 1970
within the operator (management service only);

(6) Coordinate the TVWS usage between multiple HeNB
networks 1970 within the operator (management service
only); and

(7) Negotiate the TVWS usage between multiple HeNB
networks beyond the operator (management service only).

If a HeNB 1970, associated with an LTE core network, is
capable of operating in TVWS band, then it may support the
CE function. The CE 1975 may collect information of the
HeNB network capabilities and resource needs. The CE 1975
may provide this information to the CM 1935, 1940, 1945,
which may reside on the associated LTE core network 1920,
1925, 1930. For the information based coexistence service,
the CE 1975 may receive the spectrum usage information
from the CM 1935, 1940, 1945. It may pass this information
to HeNB 1970. It may also forward the resource allocation
decisions from the HeNB 1970 to the CM 1935, 1940, 1945.
For the management based coexistence service, the CE 1975
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may receive the resource allocation decisions from the CM
1935, 1940, 1945. It may configure the HeNB operation
accordingly.

FIG. 20 shows an exemplary implementation of the cen-
tralized coexistence entity approach in LTE HeNB system,
using elements and numbering similar to FIGS. 18 and 19. As
shown, the CM 2015 and the operator’s coexistence database
2025 may be located at the HeMS 2005. The CDIS 2030 is
co-located with the TVWS database 2035. The CE 2075 may
be contained in the HeNB 2010, which also communicates
with the WTRU 2080.

Operations for Information Service

FIG. 21 shows potential CM’s operations for the informa-
tion coexistence service. In this case, when a HeNB/CE
capable of operating in TVWS band is activated, it may first
send a registration request to the CM 2105, followed option-
ally by an update of the operator coexistence database 2110.
The HeNB, as a Mode II TVBD in the context of the FCC
regulation, may register directly or indirectly to the TVWS
database 2115. In this registration, the CM may collect the
HeNB network information, such as network 1D, network
administrator contact information and possibly the informa-
tion of all TVBD devices within the HeNB (e.g., device 1D,
device type, device serial number, location, transmission
antenna height, etc.). Such information is stored in the opera-
tor coexistence database.

Then, the CM may register all the fixed or Mode I TVBDs
on their behalf (e.g., the HeNB in LTE system) to the TVWS
database 2115, by providing certain TVBD information, e.g.,
HeNB device ID, device type, serial number, device location,
contact information, etc. The CM may also register all the
HeNB networks to the CDIS 2125, by providing certain
HeNB network information, e.g., network location, network
coverage area, network operator contact information.

After the registration process is completed, the CM may
acquire TVWS usage information from the TVWS database
2120 related to primary users within the coverage areas of the
registering HeNBs. This information may be used to con-
struct the inter-dependency mapping for the particular HeNB.
The TVWS database information download could occur in a
frequency required by FCC rule, e.g., every day.

The CM may also receive HeNB network update froma CE
2130. In this case, it could update the operator coexistence
database 2135. In some cases, like the location change of a
Mode 11 TVBD device (e.g., the HeNB), the CM may also
update the TVWS database and CDIS 2140. The network
update may also include the release of certain TVWS channel
resources by a HeNB network, or as shown in step 2120a, in
a periodic download from the TVWS database.

Once a CM receives the spectrum inquiry 2145 from a
neighbor CM 2150, it may check the operator coexistence
database 2155 to see if at a specific location, this operator has
networks operating on the TVWS channels of interest. It
could respond with such spectrum usage information 2160.

Once the CM receives spectrum request or spectrum
adjustment from a HeNB network (via its associated CE)
2145, the CM may, depending on that HeNB network loca-
tion, check the downloaded TVWS database 2165 and the
operator coexistence database 2170 to see the list of available
channels at that location. Then it may check the CDIS for the
contact information of networks near the requesting HeNB
network 2175. In case there are neighbor networks, the CM
may check the neighbor networks (via their associated CM)
and other HeNBs under its supervision to acquire pertinent
sensing and usage data based on the inter-dependency map-
ping 2180.
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It may then process and forward the TVWS channel usage
information to a requesting HeNB which could include some
initial ranking of the available channels as well as proposing
non conflicting physical Cell ID for each channel frequency
2185. The channel usage information could be provided as a
ranked channel list. There are different ways of ranking avail-
able channels. One criterion may be based on the users of the
channel. For example, the users of a channel could be 1)
primary user; 2) friendly secondary user; 3) non-friendly
secondary user. Another criteria may based on the interfer-
ence level between the networks. The channel usage infor-
mation could also indicate the operating mode the LTE sys-
tem should operate in. For example, there could be 3 types of
operating modes:

(1) Sublicensed: TVWS channel sublicensed to an operator
oruser for a specific geographical area and for a specific time
which are not used by any primary user and other secondary
users (i.e. typically a channel originally owned by DTV
broadcast station but was made available—through agree-
ment and/or brokerage).

(2) Available: TVWS channel that is free from primary user
but could be used by any secondary users.

(3) PU assigned: TVWS channel used by primary user
which requires secondary users to leave the channel if pri-
mary user is detected.

The CM may wait for the spectrum allocation decision
from the requesting HeNB network 2190, and updates its
operator coexistence database accordingly 2195. The CM
may also inform a neighbor HeNB network (within the same
operator) if the requesting HeNB network uses (or used) the
same TVWS channel as the neighbor HeNB network 2197.

Some operator-wise policies may be applied in determin-
ing the available TVWS channels. These policies include
FCC rules which every TVBD has to follow, as well as other
operator-specific policies like co-channel sharing rules. The
co-channel sharing policy may state:

(1) Whether a HeNB of this operator could share the same
channel with another HeNB 1) of the same operator, ii) of a
friendly neighbor CM, iii) or of an unreliable CM.

(2) In case of the co-channel sharing is supported, what
types of co-channel sharing is allowed. The co-channel shar-
ing schemes include TDM, FDM and interference manage-
ment. The co-channel sharing schemes may be related to
serving CMs for these HeNBs. For example, a HeNB could
have TDM, FDM and interference management types of co-
channel sharing with a HeNB of the same operator, could
have FDM and interference management types of co-channel
sharing with a HeNB of a different friendly operator, and
could only have interference management type of co-channel
sharing with a HeNB of an unreliable CM.

(3) In case of the co-channel sharing is supported, what is
the distance range between the HeNBs to which the co-chan-
nel sharing schemes could be applied.

Similarly, an operator-specific policy could specify the
distance range between the HeNBs to which the frequency
(channel) reuse policy could be applied. For example, if the
distance between two HeNBs is larger than certain threshold,
they could use the same channel without any extra limitations
(e.g., the maximum transmission power).

The above co-channel sharing policy and channel re-use
policy could be extended to adjacent channel usage (or sec-
ond adjacent channel usage, etc). For example, if HeNB_1 of
an operator is using a TVWS channel, HeNB_2 of the same
operator could use the adjacent channel if its distance from
HeNB_1 is larger than certain threshold. The maximum
transmission power of HeNB_2 may also be restricted. Onthe
other hand, HeNB_3 of a friendly operator (CM) could use
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the adjacent channel if its distance from HeNB_1 is larger
than another threshold, and the maximum transmission power
of HeNB_3 may be restricted by a different value than
HeNB_2.

Although most of the above policies are based on the
locations of the HeNBs, other factors may also be taken into
account. For example, a 3’7 party may perform the radio
environment measurement over city-range areas. Such mea-
surement may cover the TVWS channels. Hence, the operator
policy could specitfy whether and how such measurement
information could be used. Another policy example could be
whether certain rules could be applied to mobile HeNBs.

FIG. 22 illustrates the different acting functions related to
the operating policies over the different LTE system nodes
such as the HeNB 2210, HeMS 2205, the CDIS 2230, and
TVWS database 2235.

The Operator Policy Engine at the HeMS 2205 may be
responsible for:

(1) providing constraints and preferences based on the
operator policies 2217 from which the CM 2215 derives the
processed channels candidates list sent to the HeNB 2210,
illustrated by the circled 1.

(2) Managing the transfer of operator policies to the HeNB
Policy Engine 2216 at initialization ofthe HeNB 2210 as well
as during operation (ex: at a change of a policy) as illustrated
by the circled 2.

The HeNB policy engine 2216 may be part of the HeNB
DSM RRM 2212 responsible for: receiving, as an input, the
operator policies 2217, and issuing constraints and prefer-
ences to the Spectrum Allocation function (SA) 2213 in the
DSM RRM 2212 at initialization as well as during operation
(ex: at a change of a policy), as illustrated by the circled B.
The HeNB Policy Engine 2216 could constrain other func-
tions within the HeNB 2210 like power control, RAC, ICIC,
etc.

The Coexistence Manager 2215 in the HeMS 2205 may use
the constraints provided by the Operator policy engine 2216
as an input in constructing the processed channels candidates
list sent to the HeNB 2210.

The Spectrum Allocation in the HeNB DSM RRM 2212
uses the constraints and preferences provided by the HeNB
policy engine 2216 as an input to the channel selection algo-
rithm.

CE Operations for Information Service

A CE may resides on a HeNB and be the main interface
with the CM to allow for the HeNB to benefit from the
coexistence service. The operations of a CE for information
service are shown in FIG. 23.

Initially, the CE on behalf of the HeNB registers to a CM
2305 which may then register the CE to the TVWS database
on its behalf to ensure that the HeNB complies as a Mode 11
TVDB. Once the HeNB (via the CE) is registered, it may
collect, from the TVBD, the information required for coex-
istence (e.g. network capabilities, resource needs and radio
environment) 2315. The CE may process the information and
delivers a subset to its serving CM 2320. If there is any
network update 2310, the CE may inform the CM about this
change. The network update may include (1) some changes
on the properties of the network, e.g., the location or the
transmit power of the HeNB is changed, (2) some changes on
the network QoS requirement, (3) some changes on the net-
work radio environment, and (4) the network stops using
some TVWS channels.

A CE may send the spectrum request or the spectrum
adjustment message to the CM upon the reception of the
TVWS service request from its associated HeNB 2325, and
send the resource requests to the CM 2328. The spectrum
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request from the HeNB could be triggered by various factors.
Some factors are initiated by HeNB, while others are initiated
by UE. The HeNB initiated factors include (1) Network deg-
radation detection (congestion/high retransmissions . . . ), (2)
Higher buffer occupancy for downlink, and (3) UE at a cell
edge with a restricted increase of licensed cell power.

The UE initiated factors include (1) UE detects the need for
higher bandwidth (starting high QoS application, high size of
uplink buffer) and (2) UE is interfered in licensed bands.

The CE receives the current spectrum usage information
from its serving CM 2335. It then passes this information to
the HeNB, for the latter to perform the spectrum allocation
decision. Once it receives the spectrum decision from HeNB,
it sends it to CM 2340.

If the CE receives a co-channel sharing notice (for infor-
mation service) or a spectrum allocation update (for manage-
ment service) from CM 2345, it informs the HeNB about this
update 2350.

Coexistence System Procedures

Registration Procedure

A HeNB may register to a coexistence system before it uses
the coexistence service. The registration procedure may be
used by CE to update information of its HeNB network or
devices to CM. Basically, the CE collects from the HeNB
about the information required for coexistence. The CE pro-
cesses the information and delivers it to its serving CM. Then
the CM updates its coexistence database and registers the
HeNB to the TVWS database and the CDIS.

The exemplary call flows of the registration procedure are
shown in F1G. 24, with the contents of the messages described
below.

CE Registration Request 2405: This is the message sent
from the CE 1975 to its serving CM 1935. This message 2405
may register a HeNB network, to the CM 1935 in the LTE
core network 1965. The contents of the message could be 1)
HeNB network general information (e.g., network ID, net-
work access point location including geo-location, network
administrator contact information); 2) HeNB network
detailed information (e.g., network coverage area, network
QoS requirement, network radio environment, all the associ-
ated TVBD’s information, some policies to follow).

CE Registration Response 2410: This is the message that
may be sent from the CM 1935 to the CE 1975, as a response
to the “CE Registration Request” message 2405. It informs
the CE 1975 whether the registration is successful or not.

Operator Coexistence Database Update 2415: This may be
the message sent from CM 1935 to operator coexistence
database 1950. It may modify the operator coexistence data-
base 1950 on the HeNB network information within the area
covered by the LTE network for the same operator. The con-
tents of this message are a subset of the items stored in the
operator coexistence database. They include 1) network iden-
tification information (e.g., network ID and type, identifica-
tion address of HeNB networks, geo-locations of the HeNB);
2) TVWS usage information of each associated HeNB net-
work (e.g., the TVWS channels occupied by the HeNB net-
work, time duration of the TVWS channel used by the HeNB
network, antenna height and transmission power of the HeNB
network central controller); 3) network operation information
(e.g. network coverage area, interference area related infor-
mation, devices information, network QoS requirement, net-
work radio environment information, policy information)

TVWS database Registration Request 2420: This may be
the message sent from the CM 1935 to the TVWS database
1905. This message may register the CE 1975 on behalf of the
HeNB as a Mode I1 TVDB to the TVWS database 1905. The
contents of the message couldbe 1) TVBD ID; 2) TVBD type
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(i.e., fixed device or Mode II portable device); 3) TVBD
antenna height; 4) TVBD location; 5) other capabilities of the
TVBD; 6) some contact information, etc. Such a message
could be one per a single TVBD.

TVWS database Registration Response 2425: This may be
the message sent from TVWS database 1905 to CM 1935, as
a response to the “TVWS database Registration Request”
message 2420. It may tell the CM 1935 whether the registra-
tion of the Mode I TVDB (e.g. HeNB) is successful or not.

CDIS Registration Request 2430: This is the message that
may be sent from CM 1935 to CDIS 1910. This message 2430
is to register all the HeNB networks served by the CM 1935 to
the CDIS 1910. The contents of the message may be a subset
of'the items in the CDIS 1910. The message 2430 contains 1)
geo-locations of HeNB networks; 2) transmission power
classes; 3) identification addresses of HeNB networks; 4)
radio technology used in the HeNB network; 5) operator
information.

CDIS Registration Response 2435: This is the message
sent from CDIS 1910 to CM 1935, as a response to the “CDIS
Registration Request” message 2430. It informs the CM 1935
whether the registration of a HeNB network is successful or
not.

TVWS database Inquiry 2440: This is the message that
may be sent from the CM 1935 to the TVWS database 1905.
It may acquire the usage information of TVWS channels from
primary users in the coverage area of a certain network. The
contents of this message may include 1) HeNB location and
the HeNB network coverage area; 2) TVWS channels of
interest.

TVWS database Response 2445: This is the message that
may be sent from the TVWS database 1905 to the CM 1935,
as a response to the “TVWS Database Inquiry” message
2440. The contents of this message may be a list of primary
user networks which are located near the location indicated in
the “TVWS Database Inquiry” message 2440. The detailed
information of these primary user networks may also be pro-
vided, e.g., the location, occupied TVWS channels, occupa-
tion duration, transmission power level and antenna height,
etc.

Network Update Procedure

In case a HeNB network has any updates, the CE 1975 may
inform the CM 1935. Correspondingly, the CM 1935 may
update the operator coexistence database. If needed, it may
also update the TVWS database 1905 and the CDIS database
1910. The exemplary call flows of the network update proce-
dure are shown in FIG. 25, with the contents of the messages
described below.

Network Information Update 2505: This is the message
sent from CE 1975 to CM 1935. It may inform the CM 1935
about the HeNB network information update 2505. The con-
tents of this message are a subset of the item in the operator
coexistence database 1950, which may include 1) network
administrator contact information update; 2) network central
controller (e.g. access point, HeNB) location update; 3) net-
work devices information update; 4) network QoS require-
ment update, etc.

Network Information Update ACK 2510: This may be the
message sent from CM 1935 to CE 1975, as an acknowledge-
ment of the “Network Information Update” message.

TVWS database Update 2515: This may be the message
sent from CM 1935 to TVWS database 1905. It modifies the
TVWS database 1905 about the updates on TVBDs. It may
include the updates of the geo-location of its associated
HeNB network, Tx power class, etc. This may be needed in
the event of a fast channel switch. i.e the HeNB may want to
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change channels before receiving CM information. The CE
could be able to simply inform the CM of its decision.

TVWS database Update ACK 2520: This may be the mes-
sage sent from TVWS Database 1905 to CM 1935, as an
acknowledgement of the “TVWS Database Update” message
2515.

CDIS Update 2525: This is the message sent from the CM
1935 to the CDIS 1910. It may update the CDIS 1910 about
the HeNB network change, e.g. updated geo-location of the
HeNB network, new Tx power of its central controller (e.g.
access point, HeNB), etc.

CDIS Update ACK 2530: This is the message sent from
CDIS 1910 to CM 1935, as an acknowledgement of the
“CDIS Update” message 2530.

Spectrum Request Procedure

In case a HeNB network has a new spectrum request, the
CE 1975 sends a spectrum request message to the CM 1935.
The CM 1935 may check the downloaded TVWS database
1905, the operator coexistence database and its neighbor CM
1935 to acquire the sensing and usage data based on the
inter-dependency mapping of the HeNB. The CM 1935 may
then process this information and provide back to the CE
1975 on behalf of the HeNB, the channel usage information
which should include a list of available channels for the
HeNB. This list of available channels may be ranked accord-
ing to certain criteria. Additional information may be pro-
vided as part of the list.

The information about the channel type (Sublicensed,
Available, PU assigned) should also be provided. The HeNB
selects one from this available channel list, based on the local
radio environment and other factors. The CE 1975 may notify
this spectrum allocation decision to the CM 1935, which
subsequently updates its coexistence database. In case of the
co-channel sharing, i.e., the HeNB may use the same channel
as its neighbor HeNB, the CM 1935 may inform the corre-
sponding neighbor HeNB.

The exemplary call flows of the spectrum request proce-
dure for information service are shown in FIG. 26, with the
contents of the messages described below.

Operator Coexistence Database Inquiry 2610: This mes-
sage may be sent from CM 1935 to operator coexistence
database 1950. It may acquire the usage information of
TVWS channels from secondary users within the operator.
The contents of this message may include a) geo-location of
inquiring HeNB network and the network coverage area; b)
TVWS channels of interest.

Operator Coexistence Database Response 2615: This mes-
sage may be sent from operator coexistence database 1950 to
CM 1935, as a response to the “Operator Coexistence Data-
base Inquiry” message 2610. This message may include the
information on the networks whose coverage area overlaps
the coverage area of the HeNB network in the “Operator
Coexistence Database Inquiry” message 2610, and which are
operating on TVWS channels of interest. The message 2615
provides the network information and TVWS usage informa-
tion, which may include 1) Tx power class and interference
level of the TVWS channels of interest; 2) the identification
address of the network; 3) geo-location of the network, etc.

CDIS Inquiry 2620: This message may be sent from CM
1935 to CDIS 1910. It may acquire the neighborhood network
information at certain location. The contents of this message
may include 1) location and coverage area of interest; 2)
TVWS channels of interest; 3) network operator; 4) interfer-
ence level, etc.

CDIS Response 2625: The message may be sent from
CDIS 1910 to CM 1935, as a response to the “CDIS 1910
Inquiry” message 2620. This message 2625 may include the
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information regarding networks i) whose coverage areas
overlap the coverage area of the inquiring HeNB network, i)
which are operating on TVWS channels of interest, and iii)
whose operator is different from that of the inquiring HeNB
network. The contents of this message may include 1) list of
neighbors of the inquiring HeNB network; 2) each neighbor
network information (e.g., geo-location, Tx power class,
identification address); 3) each neighbor network operator
information.

CM Inquiry 2630: The message may be sent from a CM
1935 to its neighbor CM 1945. It may acquire the TVWS
channel usage information within the networks associated
with the neighbor CM 1945. The contents of this message
may include 1) location and coverage area of interest; 2)
TVWS channels of interest; 3) network information; 4) tol-
erant interference level, etc.

CM Response 2635: The message may be sent from the
neighbor CM 1945 to the CM 1935, as a response to the “CM
Inquiry” message 2630. This message includes the informa-
tion on the networks i) whose coverage areas overlap the
coverage area of the inquiring HeNB network, ii) which is
operating on TVWS channels of interest, and iii) whose
operator is different from that of the inquiring HeNB net-
work. The contents of this message 2635 may include 1)
geo-location and coverage area of the network; 2) transmis-
sion power level operated in the TVWS channels of interest;
3) interference level of the TVWS channels of interest; 4)
usage time of the TVWS channels of interest, etc.

Spectrum Request 2640: The message may be sent from
CE 1975 to CM 1935. It may acquire available TVWS chan-
nels at the location of the network. The contents of this mes-
sage may include 1) TVWS channels of interest; 2) band-
width requirement; 3) duration of the TVWS channels; 4)
HeNB cell ID; or 5) network contact information.

Spectrum Response 2645: The message may be sent from
CM 1935 to CE 1975, as a response to the “Spectrum
Request” message 2640. This message may contain the chan-
nel usage information which includes the information of the
list of sublicensed/available/PU assigned channels for a cer-
tain network. The contents of the message may include 1)
TVWS channels allocated; 2) duration of the channel usage;
3) some detailed TVWS usage information, e.g. the transmis-
sion power, antenna height, etc.

Spectrum Response ACK 2650: The message may be sent
from CE 1975 to CM 1935, as a response to the “Spectrum
Response” message 2645. This message may include the
assigned channel information for a certain network. The con-
tents of the message may include: 1) TVWS channels used; 2)
Duration of the TVWS channels: 3) some detailed TVWS
usage information, e.g., the transmission power, antenna
height, ranked channel list, etc.

Co-channel Sharing 2655: The message may be sent from
CM 1935 to a neighbor CE 1940. It may inform the neighbor
CE 1940 that its neighbor network is using the same channel
as it. The message may include the information on the inter-
fering network. The contents of this message may include 1)
Geo-location and coverage area of the network; 2) transmis-
sion power level operated in the TVWS channel; 3) interfer-
ence level of the TVWS channel; 4) usage time of the TVWS
channel; 5) QoS requirements.

Co-channel Sharing ACK 2660: The message may be sent
from the neighbor CE 1940 to CM 1935, as an acknowledge-
ment of the “Co-channel Sharing” message 2655.

The exemplary call flows of the spectrum request proce-
dure for the management service are shown in FI1G. 27. Com-
paring with FIG. 26, there are several more messages for the
management service.
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Spectrum Allocation Proposal 2705: The message may be
sent from a CM 1935 to its neighbor CM 1945. The content of
this message may be a spectrum allocation usage proposed by
the CM 1935 of TVWS channels for certain duration. It may
acquire agreement from its neighbor CM 1945. The contents
may include: 1) network ID (or HeNB network 1D); 2) HeNB
network: HeNB’s Tx power class, antenna height and loca-
tion; 3) TVWS channels to be occupied by the HeNB net-
work; 4) Duration to be occupied by the HeNB network; 5)
Negotiation method specific information such as bidding pro-
cess information.

Spectrum Allocation Proposal Response 2710: The mes-
sage may be sent from the neighbor CM 1945 to the CM 1935,
as aresponse to the “Spectrum Allocation Proposal” message
2705. This message is to reply the CM 1935 which proposed
the TVWS usages, whether or not the spectrum allocation
proposal is approved. In case the spectrum allocation pro-
posal is disapproved, the suggested modifications are con-
tained in this message as well and also may contain negotia-
tion method specific information.

Spectrum Ranking Request 2715: The message may be
sent from CM 1935 to CE 1975. The contents of this message
may include 1) a list of available TVWS channels at certain
location; 2) some restrictions of using these channels, etc.
This message is aimed to get the priorities of using these
available channels. Such rank may be based on the local radio
environment.

Spectrum Ranking Response 2720: The message may be
sent from CE 1975 to CM 1935. The contents of this message
may include 1) A list of ranked available TVWS channels; 2)
Some details of using these channels.

Furthermore, the contents of the following messages for
the management service are different from those for the infor-
mation service.

Spectrum Request 2740: The message may be sent from
CE 1975 to CM 1935. It may acquire available TVWS chan-
nels at the location of the network. The contents of this mes-
sage may include 1). TVWS channels of interest; 2). band-
width requirement; 3) duration of the TVWS channels, etc.

Spectrum Response 2745: The message may be sent from
CM 1935 to the CE 1975 and/or a neighbor CE 1940, as a
response to the “Spectrum Request” message 2740. This mes-
sage includes the assigned channel information for a certain
network. The contents of the message include: 1). TVWS
channels assigned to the network; 2). duration of the TVWS
channels; 3). transmission power of the access point or
HeNB, etc.

Spectrum Response ACK 2750: The message may be sent
from the CE 1975 to the CM 1935 and/or from the neighbor
CE 1940 to the CE 1935, as an acknowledgement of the
“Spectrum Response” message 2745.

Spectrum Adjustment Procedure

If a HeNB network already occupies a TVWS channel, but
it detects the channel quality is low, the CE 1975 may send a
spectrum adjustment message to the CM 1935. Like the spec-
trum request procedure, the CM 1935 may check the down-
loaded TVWS database 1905, the operator coexistence data-
base and its neighbor CM 1945 to acquire the sensing and
usage data based on the inter-dependency mapping of the
HeNB. The CM 1935 may then process this information and
provide back to the CE 1975 on behalf of the HeNB 1970, the
channel usage information which should include a list of
available channels for the HeNB 1970. This list of available
channels may be ranked according to certain criteria. Addi-
tional information may be provided as part of the list. The
information about the channel type (Sublicensed, Available,
PU assigned) should also be provided. The HeNB selects one
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from this available channel list, based on the local radio
environment and other factors. The CE 1975 notifies this
spectrum allocation decision to the CM 1935, which subse-
quently updates its coexistence database. In case of the co-
channel sharing, i.e., the HeNB uses the same channel as its
neighbor HeNB, the CM 1935 informs the corresponding
neighbor HeNB.

The exemplary call flows of the spectrum request proce-
dure for information service are shown in FIG. 28. Compar-
ing FIG. 27 with FIG. 25, a difference lies in the spectrum
adjustment message and the contents of the co-channel shar-
ing message.

Spectrum Adjustment 2805: The message may be sent
from CE 1975 to CM 1935. It may inform the CM 1935 that
the current occupied channel has low quality, and the HeNB
tries to acquire available TVWS channels (beyond the current
channel) at the location of the network. The contents of this
message may include 1) the currently occupied TVWS chan-
nel and its quality level; 2) TVWS channels of interest; 3)
bandwidth requirement; 4) duration of the TVWS channels,
etc.

Co-channel Sharing 2855: The message may be sent from
CM 1935 to a neighbor CE 1940. It may inform 1). the
neighbor CE 1940 that its neighbor network is using the same
channel as it; 2). The neighbor CE 1940 that its neighbor
network was using the same channel as it, but is using a
different channel now. The message includes the information
on the interfering network. The contents of this message may
include 1). Geo-location and coverage area of the network; 2)
Tx power level operated in the TVWS channel; 3) interfer-
ence level of the TVWS channel; 4) usage time of the TVWS
channel; 5) coexistence information, like the RAT of the
co-shared secondary network; 6) sharing mode (e.g., use
channel when available or use channel for a maximum of
certain percentage).

Co-channel Sharing ACK 2860: The message may be sent
from the neighbor CE 1940 to CM 1935, as an acknowledge-
ment of the “Co-channel Sharing” message 2855.

The call flows of the spectrum adjustment procedure for
management service are similar to FIGS. 26 and 27. A differ-
ence is to replace the “Spectrum Request” message by the
“Spectrum Adjustment” message.

Policy-Related Messages on OAM Type 1 Interface

The OAM Interface type 1 is used to transfer the operator
policies from HeMS to-HeNBs. Here, the operator policy
engine 2216 may send certain operator policies to the HeNB
policy engine 2250, as illustrated by 2202 in FIG. 22.

The operator policies transfer could be initiated by HeMS
(or its operator policy engine) 2205. This could occur peri-
odically or be event-triggered. For example, the HeMS 2205
could synchronize with all its connected HeNB 2210 about
the operator policies once every day or in case of there is any
change on the HeMS’s operator policies. The HeMS-initiated
policy transfer is usually in the form multicast/broadcast, i.e.,
the policies may be multicast to all the connected HeNB’s.
The HeMS-initiated policy transfer could be implemented by
the HeMS 2205 sending a TR-069 “SetParameterValues”
message. Once the HeNB 2210 receives this message, it may
send a TR-069 “SetParameterResponse” message to HeMS
2205. Another pair of TR-069 messages “SetParameterAt-
tributes” and “SetParameterAttributesResponse” could also
be used. An alternative way for the operator policies transfer
is through file download. The operator policy engine saves all
the operator policies as a single file, and uses the TR-069
“Download” message to transmit. The HeNB 2210 replies
with a TR-069 “DownloadResponse” message.
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The operator policies transfer could also be initiated by
HeNB 2210. One exemplary condition is that a HeNB 2210
registers to the HeMS 2205, and has no information about the
operator policies. The HeNB-initiated policy transfer could
be implemented by the HeNB 2210 sending a TR-069 “Infor-
mationRequest” message to HeMS 2205. One parameter of
this message is the operator policies. The HeMS 2205 sends
a TR-069 “InformationResponse” message to HeNB 2210,
by including all the operator policies in the message. An
alternative way is through file download. The HeNB 2210
sends a TR-069 “TransferComplete” message to the HeMS
2205, asking for the file of operator policies. The HeMS 2205
could send a TR-069 “Transter CompleteResponse” message
with the operator policies file attached.

CE-CM Messages on S1 Interface

An ongoing assumption is to connect the CE with the CM
through the OAM type 1 interface terminated to the HeMS.
However, regular eNB may not benefit from a standard OAM
interface and may have to rely on the S1 interface to commu-
nicate with the CM function. The usual connection between
HeNB and LTE core network (specifically, the MME (Mobil-
ity Management Entity) or the S-GW (Serving GateWay))
may be through S1 interface. The S1 interface includes S1-U
interface for user plane and S1-MME interface for control
plane as reflected in FIG. 29. The S1-MME interface may
pass the HeNB GW (GateWay).

Consider mapping each of the CE-CM messages defined
aboveto the S1-MME interface messages. The corresponding
architecture, similar to that shown in FIG. 20, and using
similar numbering, is shown in FIG. 29.

The CE-CM messages 2905 may include CE Registration
Requests and Responses.

CE Registration Request/Response: The CE Registration
Request message may contain the information for the regis-
tration of TVBD:s in the HeNB 2010 to the CM 2015. The CE
Registration Response message is a response to the CE Reg-
istration Request message.

These two high level messages are related to the following
S1 messages:

1). S1 setup procedure: to exchange application level data
needed for the eNB and MME to interoperate correctly on the
S1 interface. The procedure uses non-UE associated signal-
ing. The messages include: a). S1 SETUP REQUEST: The
HeNB sends this message to the MME, including the appro-
priate data. b). S1 SETUP RESPONSE: Upon receiving the
S1 SETUP REQUEST message, the MME sends this mes-
sage to the HeNB, including the appropriate data. This mes-
sage implies a successful S1 setup procedure. ¢). S1 SETUP
FAILURE: Upon receiving the S1 SETUP REQUEST mes-
sage, the MME sends this message to the HeNB. This mes-
sage implies an unsuccessful S1 setup procedure.

ii). Initial context setup procedure: to establish the neces-
sary overall initial UE context including E-RAB context,
security key, handover restriction list, UE radio capability and
UE security capabilities, etc. The procedure uses UE-associ-
ated signaling. The messages may include: a). INITIAL
CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST: The MME sends this mes-
sage to the HeNB, It may contain the trace activation IE; the
handover restriction list IE; the UE radio capability IE; the
subscriber profile ID for RAT/frequency priority IE; the CS
fallback indicator IE; the SRVCC operation possible IE; the
CSG membership status IE; the registered LAI IE, the GUM-
MEI IE; the MME UE S1AP ID 2 IE, b). INITIAL CON-
TEXT SETUP RESPONSE: Upon receiving the INITIAL
CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the HeNB executes
the requested operations, and sends this message to MME.
This message implies all the required operations are success-
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ful. ¢). INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE: Upon
receiving the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST mes-
sage, the HeNB may send this message to the MME, implying
the required operations are unsuccessful.

iii). E-RAB setup procedure: to assign resources on Uu and
S1 forone or several E-R ABs and to setup corresponding data
radio bearers for a given UE. The procedure may use UE-
associated signaling. The messages may include: a). E-RAB
SETUP REQUEST: The MME sends this message to the
HeNB. The message contains the information required by the
HeNB to build the E-RAB configuration consisting of at least
one E-RAB and, for each E-RAB to setup, includes an
E-RAB to be Setup Item IE. b). E-RAB SETUP RESPONSE:
Upon receiving the E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message, the
HeNB shall execute the requested E-RAB configuration, and
respond with this message.

iv). UE capability information indication procedure: the
HeNB controlling a UE-associated logical S1-connection
may initiate the procedure by sending a UE CAPABILITY
INFO INDICATION message to the MME including the UE
capability information.

v). eNB direct information transfer procedure: to transfer
RAN information from the HeNB to the MME in unacknowl-
edged mode. This procedure uses non-UE associated signal-
ing. The corresponding message is named ENB DIRECT
INFORMATION TRANSFER.

vi). eNB configuration transfer procedure: to transfer RAN
configuration information from the HeNB to the MME in
unacknowledged mode. This procedure uses non-UE associ-
ated signaling. The corresponding message may be named
ENB CONFIGURATION TRANSFER.

2. Network Information Update/Update ACK: The Net-
work Information Update message may contain the HeNB
network information update. The Network information
update ACK message may be an ACK message. These two
high level messages may be related to the following S1 mes-
sages:

). UE capability information indication procedure: the
HeNB controlling a UE-associated logical S1-connection ini-
tiates the procedure by sending a UE CAPABILITY INFO
INDICATION message to the MME including the UE capa-
bility information.

i1). eNB configuration update procedure: to update appli-
cation level configuration data needed for the HeNB and
MME to interoperate correctly on the S1 interface. This pro-
cedure does not affect existing UE-related contexts. The mes-
sages may include: a). ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE:
The HeNB sends this message to MME, including an appro-
priated set of update configuration data that it has just taken
into operational use. b). ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE
ACKNOWLEDGE: Upon receiving the ENB CONFIGU-
RATION UPDATE message, the MME replies by this mes-
sage to acknowledge that it successtully updated the configu-
ration data. ¢). ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE
FAILURE: If the MME cannot accept the update, it shall
respond with an ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAIL-
URE message and appropriated cause value.

3. Spectrum Request: This message is for the HeNB to
request additional spectrum from the MME. This high level
message may be related to the following S1 messages:

1). If the spectrum request results from the cell traffic load,
then this high level message is related to the cell traffic trace
procedure: This procedure is to send the allocated trace
recording session reference and the trace reference to the
MME. The procedure uses UE-associated signaling. The
HeNB sends the CELL TRAFFIC TRACE message to the
MME.
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ii). If the spectrum request results from other reasons, e.g.,
primary user detection, interference level increase, etc, then
this high level message is related to the S1-U message.

4. Spectrum Ranking Request/Response: These two mes-
sages are used for the HeNB to provide the priorities of the
available channels to the MME, for its spectrum allocation
decision making. These two high level messages may be
related to the following S1 messages.

). MME direct information transfer procedure: to transfer
RAN information from the MME to the HeNB in unacknowl-
edged mode. The MME sends the MME DIRECT INFOR-
MATION TRANSFER message to the HeNB.

ii). eNB direct information transfer procedure: to transfer
RAN information from the HeNB to the MME in unacknowl-
edged mode. The HeNB sends the ENB DIRECT INFOR-
MATION TRANSFER message to the MME.

5. Spectrum Response/Response ACK: The Spectrum
Response Message contains the MME commands on the
channel usage. The Spectrum Response ACK message is an
ACK message. These two messages may be related to the
following S1 messages.

1). MME configuration transfer procedure: to transfer RAN
configuration information from the MME to the HeNB in
unacknowledged mode. The MME sends the MME CON-
FIGURATION TRANSFER message to the HeNB.

i1). MME configuration update procedure: to update appli-
cation level configuration data needed for the HeNB and the
MME to interoperate correctly on the S1 interface. This pro-
cedure does not affect existing UE-related contexts. The mes-
sages include: a). MME CONFIGURATION UPDATE: The
MME sends this message to HeNB, including the appropriate
updated configuration data to the HeNB. b). MME CON-
FIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE: Upon receiv-
ing the MME CONFIGURATION UPDATE message, the
HeNB replies by this message to acknowledge that it success-
fully updated the configuration data. ¢). MME CONFIGU-
RATION UPDATE FAILURE: If the HeNB cannot accept the
update, it shall respond with an MME CONFIGURATION
UPDATE FAILURE message and appropriated cause value.

iii). E-RAB modification procedure: to enable modifica-
tions of already established E-RABs for a given UE. This
procedure uses UE-associated signaling. The messages
include: a). E-RAB MODIFICATION REQUEST: MME
sends this message to HeNB. The message may contain the
information required by the HeNB to modify one or several
E-RABs of the existing E-RAB configuration. b). E-RAB
MODIFICATION RESPONSE: Upon receiving the E-RAB
MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the HeNB shall
execute the modification of the requested E-RAB configura-
tion, and reply with the E-RAB MODIFICATION
RESPONSE message.

iv). E-RAB release procedure: to enable the release of
already established E-RABs for a given UE. This procedure
uses UE-associated signaling. The messages include: a).
E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND: The MME sends this mes-
sage to the HeNB. It contains the information required by the
HeNB to release at least one E-RAB in the E-RAB To Be
Released list IE. b). E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE: Upon
receiving the E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND, the HeNB
shall respond with this message, showing the result for all the
E-RABs to be released.

CM-CM Interface

There are several inter-CM messages that may be transmit-
ted. According to the overall architecture (cf. FIG. 20), each
LTE network operator may have its own CM residing on the
LTE core network. However, the CM of the operators other
than the LTE networks could reside at different places. For
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example, the CM for a WLAN network could be located at
AP. Hence, the connections between CMs could be of differ-
ent types. Messages exchanged between CMs could be cat-
egorized to 2 types: (1) Spectrum information inquiry mes-
sages: This type of message involves the transmission of
spectrum usage information. It facilitates the spectrum allo-
cation decision making. The CM inquiry and CM Response
messages belong to this type. (2) Spectrum solution mes-
sages: This type of messages involves the negotiation process
between the CMs on the final spectrum allocation solution.
The Spectrum Allocation Proposal and the Spectrum Alloca-
tion Response messages belong to this type.

Although there may be another type of message between
CMs, this type of message is related to the link setup or
dismissal between CMs. As discussed, a CM may get its
neighbor CM contact information from the CDIS. Then, it
tries to set up the link with its neighbor CM before they
exchange spectrum usage information and spectrum solution
messages. Note that two CMs may set up the link only if their
serving networks have overlaps.

The link setup process could be done via the “CM Regis-
tration Request” message and the “CM Registration
Response” message. The initiating CM sends the “CM Reg-
istration Request” message, trying to set up the connection
with its neighbor CM. This message contains the identifica-
tion information and the operation information of its serving
network(s) which have coverage overlaps with the network(s)
served by the neighbor CM. Such information is contained in
the operator’s coexistence database. Upon receiving this mes-
sage, the neighbor CM may reply with the “CM Registration
Response” message, containing the identification informa-
tion and the operation information of its serving network(s)
which have coverage overlaps with the network(s) served by
the initiating CM. After the message exchange, the CMs
could save the relevant information in their respective opera-
tor’s coexistence database. The authentication and encryption
operations are necessary before or during the message
exchange. For example, the Public Key Infrastructure (PKI)
could be applied for the security purpose. The link dismissal
process could be done via the “CM Deregistration Request”
message and the “CM Deregistration Response” message.

The spectrum information inquiry messages may include
the “CM Inquiry” message and the “CM Response” message.
The initiating CM sends the CM Inquiry messages in order to
obtain the TVWS channel usage information at a specific
location. This facilitates its serving HeNB network operation
on TVWS channels. Hence, the contents of this message
include:

(1) The location and coverage area of interest: This is based
on the coverage area of the HeNB network that makes
requests for TVWS channel operations.

(2) The TVWS channels of interest: This is the list of
potential channels that the HeNB network could or want to
use. It may depend on the device capability in the HeNB
network.

(3) The network information: This gives some specifica-
tions of the HeNB network, mainly, the radio access technolo-
gies of the HeNB network. For example, the HeNB network
is using LTE technologies. This information may be useful in
the spectrum solution negotiation process, especially for the
co-channel sharing.

(4) The tolerant interference level: This gives the informa-
tion about the interference level the HeNB network is able to
tolerate. It may be useful in the spectrum solution negotiation
process, especially for the co-channel sharing.

Upon receiving the CM Inquiry message, the neighbor CM
checks its operator’s coexistence database to see if there are
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any serving HeNB networks which have the geo-location and
TVWS channels conflicts with the requesting HeNB net-
work. If not, itjust sends the CM Response message, without
any contents. Otherwise, the CM Response message could
provide some detailed information of each of the conflicting
HeNB networks. This may include:

(1) The location and coverage area: This is based on the
coverage area of the conflicting HeNB network which oper-
ates on the TVWS channels of interest.

(2) The TVWS channels: This is the list of TVWS channels
that the conflicting HeNB network is using.

(3) The TVWS usage information: This is some detailed
information on the TVWS channel usage. It includes the
duration of the TVWS channel occupation, the access point
antenna height, the access point transmit power level, etc. The
QoS conditions of the applications run on the TVWS chan-
nels could also be included.

(4) The network information: This gives some specifica-
tions of the conflicting HeNB network, mainly, the radio
access technologies of the HeNB network. This information
may be useful in the spectrum solution negotiation process,
especially for the co-channel sharing.

(5) The tolerant interference level: This gives the informa-
tion about the interference level the conflicting HeNB net-
work is able to tolerate. It may be useful in the spectrum
solution negotiation process, especially for the co-channel
sharing.

(6) The Channel tolerant information: This provides the
information about: a). whether the TVWS channel resources
currently occupied by the conflicting HeNB network could be
released, b). the way of the channel resources could be
released and c). the compensation for the channel resource
release. The TVWS channel resource release could be in the
form of fully evacuating the channel or sacrificing partial
channel resource. The former corresponds to the exclusive
channel usage, while the latter corresponds to the co-channel
sharing. The co-channel sharing mechanisms include FDM-
based, TDM-based, or interference management-based. For
the FDM-based co-channel sharing case, the conflicting
HeNB network could specify which sub-channels could be
released. For the TDM-based co-channel sharing case, the
conflicting HeNB network could specify which time-slots
could be released. For the interference management based
co-channel sharing case, the conflicting HeNB network could
specify how much its transmission power level could be
reduced. The compensation could be the number of tokens for
the requesting HeNB network paying to the conflicting HeNB
network for its channel resource release.

The spectrum solution messages include the “Spectrum
Allocation Proposal” message and the “Spectrum Allocation
Response” message. The initiating CM sends the Spectrum
Allocation Proposal messages in order to obtain the approval
of its neighbor CM for its proposed TVWS channel usage
plan. The contents of this message may include:

(1) The HeNB network information: This includes the
requesting HeNB network 1D and its network access point
location.

(2) The TVWS usage plan: This includes the TVWS chan-
nel to be used, the duration of the channel usage, the access
point antenna height and the access point transmit antenna
power, etc.

(3) The channel tolerant information: This provides the
information about 3a). whether this is exclusive channel
usage or co-channel sharing usage. 36). For the co-channel
sharing usage, the portion of channel resources to be used. For
the FDM-based co-channel sharing case, the requesting
HeNB network could specify which sub-channels to be used.
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For the TDM-based co-channel sharing case, the requesting
HeNB network could specify which time-slots to be used. For
the interference management based co-channel sharing case,
the requesting HeNB network could specity the transmission
power level the conflicting HeNB network should be reduced
to. 3¢). The price for the channel resource release.

The price could be the number of tokens the requesting
HeNB network would like to pay to the conflicting HeNB
network for its channel resource release. The price also could
be the channel resources the requesting HeNB network wants
to release to the conflicting HeNB network for the latter’s
channel resource. This operation is related to the channel
exchange process. One purpose of the channel exchange is
that in the carrier aggregation applications, the adjacent chan-
nels could be more efficient than separated channels, as some
guard spectrum could be utilized in the adjacent channel
conditions.

Upon receiving the Spectrum Allocation Proposal mes-
sage, the neighbor CM may decide whether it wants to accept,
further negotiate, or reject the spectrum allocation proposal.
If it decides to accept or reject the proposal, it could describe
this result in the Spectrum Allocation Response message. It
may also put the reasons of accepting or rejecting the pro-
posal. For example, if it receives the spectrum allocation
proposal which does not have any conflicts with its serving
HeNB networks, it may accept the proposal. If it receives the
spectrum allocation proposal for certain resources it does not
want to release at any cost, then it may reject the proposal.

There are some situations that the neighbor CM wants to
further negotiate with the initiating CM. For example, if the
initiating HeNB network’s bid (price) for the channel
resource release is not satisfied, partial of the requested chan-
nel resources could not be released, or the proposed transmit
power is too low, etc., then the neighbor CM could specify its
desired way of channel resource release. In this case, the
Spectrum Allocation Response message could have the simi-
lar contents as the Spectrum Allocation Proposal message.

The Spectrum Allocation Proposal and the Spectrum Allo-
cation Response messages could be in several rounds, until
the final solution is accepted by both CMs.

LTE Coexistence System without Direct Mutual Commu-
nication

Architecture of Coexistence System without Direct Mutual
Communication

An exemplary deployment of centralized coexistence
mechanism without direct inter-CM communication is shown
in FIG. 30. This deployment is similar to FIG. 19, except that
the links between CMs 1935, 1940, 1945 no longer exist.
Again, in this deployment, the TVWS database 1905 and the
CDIS 1910 may be located on the internet. Each LTE network
operator may have its own CM and operator coexistence
database residing on the core network. Each network, e.g.,
HeNB 1970 in LTE systems, may have its own CE 1975.

Like the case of LTE coexistence system with direct com-
munication, the operator’s coexistence database may contain
the TVWS channel usage information of all secondary net-
works within the network operator. The contents of the opera-
tor’s coexistence database and the CE functions may be simi-
lar to the case of LTE coexistence system without direct
communication.

The main functions that CM 1935 hosts may include:
maintaining the operator coexistence database, updating
CDIS 1910 and the TVWS database 1905 about the networks
within the operator, obtaining TVWS usage information from
CDIS 1910, providing the current TVWS channel usage
information to HeNB networks which could include some
initial ranking of the available channels as well as proposing
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non-conflicting physical cell ID for each channel frequency.
(information service only), reserving TVWS channel
resource information at CDIS, allocating TVWS resources to
the HeNB networks within the operator (management service
only), and coordinating the TVWS usage between multiple
HeNB networks within the operator (management service
only).

In this scenario, the CDIS could function in two different
ways: one is called advanced CDIS and the other is called
smart CDIS.

The advanced CDIS may provide the TVWS channel usage
information to CMs, based on their locations and their chan-
nel usage period. The CDIS could be considered as a white
board with 3-D tables, (Time, Frequency (or Channel), Loca-
tion). At a specific location, it reduces to 2-D tables (Time,
Channel). The CDIS may partition the time line into small
units, and each (time unit, channel) is set as a single resource
block. A CM may first check the fullness of resource blocks at
a given location. If there is empty resource block, the CM
could reserve it, preventing other CMs from using this
resource block.

Note that the advanced CDIS deployment implies the “first
come first serve” rule: A CM could reserve a TVWS channel
resource block if it has not been reserved. When taking the
fairness (among CMs) into account, there could be some rules
(e.g., FCC rule for FCC certified devices) behind reservation.

There could be some limitations on each reservation from
aCM, e.g., the number of TVWS channels to be reserved, and
the duration of each reservation.

Such limitation may prevent certain HeNB networks from
occupying a TVWS channel too long, while other HeNB
networks could not access the resource. With the limitation on
each channel reservation, a CM needs to reserve a TVWS
channel consecutively if it wants to continuously use this
channel. A second channel reservation (or called channel
renew) may only be allowed at the end of its current channel
occupation, so as to guarantee the channel availability to
another HeNB network. In other words, another HeNB net-
work could reserve this channel at any time during the occu-
pation period of the first HeNB network.

This limitation may also avoid a HeNB network reserving
achannel resource if it does not really need it. This is because
the reservation of the current unused channel resource will
affectits future channel reservation which is actually useful to
HeNB network.

On the other hand, some HeNB networks may reserve
more channel resources than other HeNB networks, based on
their network situation (e.g., the number of TVBDs in the
network, the QoS requirement of the network).

In the advanced CDIS case, the co-channel sharing is
achieved by the earlier CMs reserving only a portion of the
channel resources, while the later CMs using the remaining
portion of the channel resources. Such co-channel sharing is
kind of deterministic, as the earlier CM does not use the full
channel resource even if there is no later CMs sharing the
same channel with it.

There is an alternative smart co-channel sharing approach,
which is kind of dynamic. In this approach, a CM may use the
full channel resource at the reservation. In case another CM
wants to share the channel resource with it, the CM could
release partial channel resources.

The co-channel sharing operation is coordinated by the
CDIS. In other words, the CDIS functions more than as a
database. It functions like a coordinator to resolve the coex-
istence issues raised by different operators. The smart CDIS
makes some channel resource allocation decisions for con-
flicting CMs. It should be mentioned that such functionality
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could be implemented by a 3rd party but this combines the 3rd
party with the CDIS for simplicity.

In order to coordinate the co-channel sharing between two
or more CMs, the smart CDIS may need additional informa-
tion about the networks served by these CMs, e.g., the number
of TVBDs in the HeNB network, the QoS requirement of the
HeNB network, etc. This information could be summarized to
a single coexistence value. The smart CDIS could make coor-
dination decisions based on CMs’ coexistence values.

CM’s Operations for Information Service

The operations of a coexistence manager (CM) for the
information service and advanced CDIS are shown in FIG.
31. The CM’s registration and network update processes are
similar to that in FIG. 21, labeled similarly to FIG. 21 and
with some steps not explained in detail since they were
explained above.

Once the CM receives spectrum request or spectrum
adjustment from a HeNB network (via its associated CE)
2145, the CM may, depending on that HeNB network loca-
tion, check the downloaded TVWS database 1905, the opera-
tor coexistence database, and the advanced CDIS (2165,
2170, 2175) to see if there is an available channel at that
location. The CM may then provide all the collected TVWS
channel usage information to the requesting HeNB network
2185. Some operator-wise policies may be applied in deter-
mining the available TVWS channels.

This channel usage information could be provided as a
ranked channel list. The CM waits for the spectrum decision
from the requesting HeNB network, and updates its operator
coexistence database and the advanced CDIS 2195 accord-
ingly. The CM may also inform a neighbor HeNB network
(within the same operator) 2197 if the requesting HeNB net-
work uses (or used) the same TVWS channel as the neighbor
HeNB network.

Ifthe spectrum request originates from the CDIS, 3105, the
spectrum adjustment may be made for the involved CE 3110,
and the operator coexistence database is updated 3115.

Coexistence System Procedures

Registration Procedure

The call flows of the registration procedure are similar to
FIG. 24. A difference is on the contents of the CDIS registra-
tion request message.

CDIS Registration Request: This message may be sent
from CM 1935 to CDIS 1910. This message may register all
the HeNB networks served by the CM 1935 to the CDIS 1910.
The contents of the message may be a subset of the items in
the CDIS. The message may contain 1) geo-locations of
HeNB networks; 2) transmission power classes; 3) identifi-
cation addresses of HeNB networks; 4) radio technology used
in the HeNB network; 5) operator information, 6). HeNB
network device information, etc.

Network Update Procedure

The call flows of the network update procedure are similar
to FIG. 25. The only difference lies in the contents of the
CDIS Update message.

CDIS Update: This is the message sent from CM 1935 to
CDIS 1910. It may update the CDIS 1910 about the HeNB
network change, e.g. updated geo-location of the HeNB net-
work, new Tx power of its central controller (e.g. access
point, HeNB), etc.

Spectrum Request Procedure

The exemplary call flows of the spectrum request proce-
dure for information service are shown in FIG. 32, with the
contents of the messages described below.

CDIS Inquiry 3220: This message may be sent from CM
1935 to CDIS 1910. It may acquire the network usage infor-
mation at certain location. The contents of this message may
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include 1) location and coverage area of interest; 2). TVWS
channels of interest; 3) network information; 4) tolerant inter-
ference level, etc.

CDIS Response 3225: This is the message sent from CDIS
1910 to CM 1935, as a response to the “CDIS Inquiry” mes-
sage 3220. This message may include the TVWS channel
usage information by the HeNB networks, 1). whose cover-
age areas overlap the coverage area of the inquiring HeNB
network, 2). which is operating on TVWS channels of inter-
est, and 3). whose operator is different from that of the inquir-
ing HeNB network. The contents of this message may include
a list of items, each corresponding to a certain TVWS chan-
nel. Each item is composed of 1). TVWS channel ID, 2). The
TVWS channel reservation status. If a TVWS channel is
reserved, the reservation status entry could include the period
of the reservation and the information about the HeNB net-
work which reserves the TVWS channel, e.g., network 1D
information, access point antenna height, access point Tx
power, network coverage area, network device information,
etc.

CDIS Spectrum Reservation 3205: This message may be
sent from CM 1935 to CDIS 1910. The contents of this
message are the sender CM 1935’s proposed reservation of
certain TVWS channels for certain durations at certain loca-
tion. It is aimed to acquire approval from the CDIS 1910. The
contents may include: 1). HeNB network ID; 2). HeNB net-
work information: HeNB’s Tx power class, antenna height
and location; 3). TVWS channels to be occupied by the HeNB
network; 4). Duration to be occupied by the HeNB network.

CDIS Spectrum Reservation Response 3210: This mes-
sage may be sent from CDIS 1910 to CM 1935, as a response
to the “CDIS Spectrum Reservation” message 3205. This
message is to reply the CM 1935 which tries to reserve the
TVWS usages, whether or not the spectrum reservation
request is approved. In case the spectrum reservation proposal
is disapproved, the suggested modifications are contained in
this message as well.

The remaining messages have the same contents as those
for FIG. 26.

The exemplary call flows of the spectrum request proce-
dure for management service are shown in FIG. 33. Compar-
ing with FIG. 32, there are several more messages for the
management service.

Spectrum Ranking Request 3305: This message may be
sent from CM 1935 to CE 1975. The contents of this message
may include 1). a list of available TVWS channels at certain
location; 2). some restrictions of using these channels, etc.
This message is aimed to get the priorities of using these
available channels. Such rank may be based on the local radio
environment.

Spectrum Ranking Response 3310: This message may be
sent from CE 1975 to CM 1935. The contents of this message
may include 1). A list of ranked available TVWS channels; 2):
Some details of using these channels.

Furthermore, the contents of the following messages for
the management service may be different from those for the
information service.

Spectrum Request 3340: This message may be sent from
CE 1975 to CM 1935. It is aimed to acquire available TVWS
channels at the location of the network. The contents of this
message may include 1). TVWS channels of interest; 2).
bandwidth requirement; 3) duration of the TVWS channels,
etc.

Spectrum Response 3345: This message may be sent from
CM 1935 to CE 1975 and/or the neighbor CE 1940, as a
response to the “Spectrum Request” message 3340. This mes-
sage includes the assigned channel information for a certain
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network. The contents of the message include: 1). TVWS
channels assigned to the network; 2). Duration of the TVWS
channels; 3). some detailed TVWS usage information, e.g.,
the transmission power, antenna height, etc.

Spectrum Response ACK 3350: This message may be sent
from the CE 1975 to the CM 1935 and/or the neighbor CE
1940 to the CM 1935, as an acknowledgement of the “Spec-
trum Response” message.

Spectrum Adjustment Procedure

The call flows of the spectrum adjustment procedure are
similar to FIG. 32 (information service) and FIG. 33 (man-
agement service). A difference is to replace the “Spectrum
Request” message with the “Spectrum Adjustment” message.

CM-CDIS Interface

There are several CM-CDIS messages transmitted.
According to the overall architecture (cf. FIG. 30), each LTE
network operator may have its own CM 1935 residing on the
LTE core network, while the CDIS 1910 resides on the inter-
net. Hence, the connections between CM 1935s could be
most probably via internet. Here, the focus is on the high level
API between CM 1935 and CDIS 1910.

Messages exchanged between CM 1935 and CDIS 1910
could be categorized to 3 types:

Network registration and information update: This type of
message involves the registration of the HeNB networks to
the CDIS, as well as the updates of the registered information.
The CDIS Registration Request, CDIS Registration
Response, CDIS Update and CDIS Update ACK messages
belong to this type.

Spectrum information inquiry messages: This type of mes-
sage involves the transmission of spectrum usage informa-
tion. It facilitates the spectrum reservation process. The CDIS
inquiry and CDIS Response messages belong to this type.

Spectrum reservation messages: This type of message
involves the reservation process between CM 1935 and CDIS
onthe final spectrum allocation solution. The CDIS Spectrum
Reservation and the CDIS Spectrum Reservation Response
messages belong to this type.

Additionally, there may be another type of message
between CM 1935 and CDIS 1910. This type of message is
related to the link setup or dismissal between CM 1935 and
CDIS1910. A CM 1935 may try to set up the link witha CDIS
1910 before its registration. The link setup process could be
done via the “CDIS Registration Request” message and the
“CDIS Registration Response” message. The authentication
and encryption operations may be necessary during the link
setup process.

Inthe network registration and information update process,
the CM 1935 may first send the “CDIS Registration Request”
message to the CDIS 1910. This message is to register all the
HeNB networks served by the CM 1935 to the CDIS 1910.
Upon receiving the CDIS Registration Request message, the
CDIS 1910 may store the information contained in that mes-
sage, and send the “CDIS Registration Response” message
back to the CM 1935. If there is any network update, the CM
1935 may send the “CDIS Update” message to the CDIS
1910, and the CDIS 1910 confirms with the “CDIS Update
ACK” message.

In the spectrum information inquiry, messages may
include the “CDIS Inquiry” message and the “CDIS
Response” message. The CM 1935 may send the CDIS
Inquiry messages in order to obtain the TVWS channel usage
information at a specific location. This facilitates its serving
HeNB network operation on TVWS channels. Hence, The
contents of this message may include:
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The location and coverage area of interest: This is based on
the coverage area of the HeNB network that makes requests
for TVWS channel operations.

The TVWS channels of interest: This is the list of potential
channels that the HeNB network could or want to use. It may
depend on the device capability in the HeNB network.

The network information: This gives some specifications
of the HeNB network, mainly, the radio access technologies
of the HeNB network. For example, the HeNB network is
using LTE technologies. This information may be useful in
the spectrum solution negotiation process, especially for the
co-channel sharing.

The tolerant interference level: This gives the information
about the interference level the HeNB network is able to
tolerate. It may be useful in the spectrum solution negotiation
process, especially for the co-channel sharing.

Upon receiving the CDIS Inquiry message, the CDIS may
check its reservation database to see if there are any HeNB
networks which have the geo-location and TVWS channel
reservations conflicts with the requesting HeNB network. If
not, it just sends the CDIS Response message, without any
contents. Otherwise, the CDIS Response message could pro-
vide some detailed information of each of the conflicting
HeNB networks. This may include:

The location and coverage area: This is based on the cov-
erage area of the conflicting HeNB network which operates
on the TVWS channels of interest.

The TVWS channels: This is the list of TVWS channels
that the conflicting HeNB network is using.

The TVWS usage information: This is some detailed infor-
mation on the TVWS channel usage. It includes the duration
of the TVWS channel occupation, the access point antenna
height, the access point transmit power level, etc. The QoS
conditions of the applications run on the TVWS channels
could also be included.

The network information: This gives some specifications
of the conflicting HeNB network, mainly, the radio access
technologies of the HeNB network. It may also contain the
device information of the HeNB network (e.g., the number of
devices and their capabilities, etc). This information may be
useful in the spectrum solution negotiation process, espe-
cially for the co-channel sharing.

The tolerant interference level: This gives the information
about the interference level the conflicting HeNB network is
able to tolerate. It may be useful in the spectrum solution
negotiation process, especially for the co-channel sharing.

The Channel tolerant information: This provides the infor-
mation about: (1) whether the TVWS channel resources cur-
rently occupied by the conflicting HeNB network could be
released; (2) the way of the channel resources could be
released. The TVWS channel resource release could be in the
form of fully evacuating the channel or sacrificing partial
channel resource. The former corresponds to the exclusive
channel usage, while the latter corresponds to the co-channel
sharing. The co-channel sharing mechanisms include FDM-
based, TDM-based, or interference management-based. For
the FDM-based co-channel sharing case, the conflicting
HeNB network could specify which sub-channels could be
released. For the TDM-based co-channel sharing case, the
conflicting HeNB network could specify which time-slots
could be released. For the interference management based
co-channel sharing case, the conflicting HeNB network could
specify how much its transmission power level could be
reduced. (3) the compensation for the channel resource
release. The compensation could be the number of tokens for
this HeNB network to release its channel resource.
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The spectrum reservation messages may include the
“CDIS Spectrum Reservation” message and the “CDIS Spec-
trum Reservation Response” message. The CM sends the
CDIS Spectrum Reservation message in order to reserve the
certain channel resources at CDIS. The contents of this mes-
sage may include:

The HeNB network information: This includes the request-
ing HeNB network 1D and its network device information.

The TVWS usage plan: This includes the TVWS channel
to be used, the duration of the channel usage, the access point
antenna height and the access point transmit antenna power,
etc.

The channel tolerant information: This provides the infor-
mation about: (1) whether this is exclusive channel usage or
co-channel sharing usage; (2) for the co-channel sharing
usage, the portion of channel resources to be used; and (3) the
price for the channel resource release. The price could be the
number oftokens the requesting HeNB network would like to
pay.

For the FDM-based co-channel sharing case, the request-
ing HeNB network could specify which sub-channels to be
used. For the TDM-based co-channel sharing case, the
requesting HeNB network could specify which time-slots to
be used. For the interference management based co-channel
sharing case, the requesting HeNB network could specify the
transmission power level the conflicting HeNB network
should be reduced to.

The price also could be the channel resources the request-
ing HeNB network wants to release to the conflicting HeNB
network for the latter’s channel resource. This operation is
related to the channel exchange process. One purpose of the
channel exchange is that in the carrier aggregation applica-
tions, the adjacent channels could be more efficient than
separated channels, as some guard spectrum could be utilized
in the adjacent channel conditions.

Upon receiving the CDIS Spectrum Reservation message,
the CDIS may decide whether the reservation is acceptable. If
the reservation message does not involve other HeNB net-
work changes, such decision can be easily made. If the res-
ervation message involves the channel resource release of
another HeNB network, the CDIS needs to check its database
to see if the conflicting HeNB network could accept this
channel resource release request. If so, the CDIS may inform
both the requesting HeNB network and the conflicting HeNB
network about its decisions. Otherwise, the CDIS may reject
the spectrum reservation proposed by the first HeNB net-
work.

Other Possible Coexistence Call Flows Through the Archi-
tecture

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a procedure for activating a
BS-initiated LE band operation performed in the wireless
communication system 400 of FIG. 4 using the coexistence
database 425.

In 505 of FIG. 5, the BS 405 may be initially operating in
a licensed band. Using WTRU and/or BS measurements, an
RRM algorithm running in the BS 405 may determine that it
may be advantageous or necessary, (given current quality of
service (QoS) requirements), to add a carrier in the LE band.
This additional carrier may then be used for scheduling of DL
or UL traffic to/from all or a subset of the WIRUs 420
currently connected to one of the cells operated by the BS
405.

One potential trigger for the RRM algorithm’s determina-
tion may be that the network or one or at least one WTRU 420
is currently congested, and the BS 405 is unable to allocate
sufficient resources (UL or DL). Another potential trigger for
this decision may be that at least one WTRU 420 is currently
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experiencing cell edge conditions and the BS 405 may utilize
the improved propagation characteristics of the LE bands,
(e.g., TVWS), for communication with that specific WTRU
420. Another potential trigger is that the BS 405 cannot sat-
isfy the scheduling requests from the WTRUs 420 that have a
radio resource control (RRC) connection with the BS 405.

In 510 of FIG. 5, the BS 405 sends an LE resource request
to the CCP 410 to request bandwidth resources, (e.g., TVWS
channels), that it may use. The CCP 410 may manage the
usage of all LE bandwidth by providing the final allocation
decisions based on information in at least one of the WS
geolocation database 415 and the coexistence database 425.

In 515 of FIG. 5, the CCP 410 sends an inquiry request to
the WS geolocation database 415 to obtain potentially avail-
able channels based on the usage of these channels by
licensed (primary) users which have priority usage of the
channels. The WS geolocation database 415 contains knowl-
edge of the primary users of the TVWS channels at a given
location. The CCP 410 may send the inquiry request to the
WS geolocation database 415 upon request from the BS 405
(as shown in 510) or it may periodically send an inquiry
request to the WS geolocation database 415 to obtain an
accurate map of all channels in the LE bands that are occupied
by the primary users. In addition, the WS geolocation data-
base 415 may indicate the maximum power with which a
WTRU 420 may operate in a given location. As a result, the
inquiry request may specity the geographic location of the BS
405 and the WTRUs 420 it may serve.

In 520 of FIG. 5, the WS geolocation database 415 may
send an inquiry response to the CCP 410 that may specify the
available channels and potentially the maximum transmit
power that may be used in each of these channels.

In 525 of FIG. 5, the CCP 410 may also send an inquiry
request to the coexistence database 425, if such a database is
used. The coexistence database 425 may contain information
about other secondary systems, (not necessarily managed by
the CCP 410), which may be using the LE channels that are
available based on the information in the WS geolocation
database 415.

In 530 of FIG. 5, the information obtained from the coex-
istence database 415 via an inquiry response may allow the
CCP 410 to allocate channels to the BS 405 in such a way as
to avoid interference with other systems operating in the same
bands. This information may be used to avoid any channels
currently occupied by other systems, or specify the rules of
operation by the BS 405 for avoiding any interference. Alter-
natively, coexistence information may be obtained directly
through communication with other CCPs 410 in the vicinity.

In 535 of FIG. 5, when the CCP 410 has received a list of
potentially usable channels, as well as any additional coex-
istence information, it may allocate the appropriate
channel(s) in the LE bands to the BS 405. In 535, the CCP 410
may also consider coexistence with other BSs 405 to which it
serves as the CCP 410.

In 540 of FIG. 5, the CCP 410 may send the allocated LE
resources to the BS 405 along with any usage rules/policies to
be respected by the BS 405. Such policies may include the
maximum transmission power, the need for sensing on the
channels, and the basic sensing requirements.

In545 of FIG. 5, the BS 405 may enable operationinthe LE
band by creating a secondary cell on a given channel or
bandwidth specified by the CCP 410. In addition, the BS 405
may store alternate channels in the LE bands that have been
provided by the CCP 410 (see 540). The BS 405 may then
determine how these channels may be used in order to satisfy
the trigger which caused the request, (e.g., determining
whether the new CC may be a UL or DL CC).
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In 550 of FIG. 5, any information regarding the determi-
nation of signal 545 that impacts the CCP 410, (in terms of
coexistence and interference management), may be sent to
the CCP 410.

In 555 and 560 of FIG. 5, in the event that the coexistence
database 425 exists, the use of the channels by the network
managed by the BS 405 may be added to the information in
the coexistence database 425, such that other systems may be
aware of the use of the LE channels by the cells managed by
the BS 405.

In 565 and 570 of FIG. 5, in the case where sensing capa-
bilities are available on certain WTRUs 420 in the network,
and that sensing is required on the channels that were allo-
cated by the BS 405, the BS 405 may send the WTRUs 420 a
specific sensing task through a sensing configuration. This
configuration may typically be sent through system informa-
tion on the licensed carrier, and may potentially identify the
bandwidth to be sensed, the algorithm type, and the frequency
of sensing or reporting.

In 575 of FIG. 5, after the BS 405 has enabled operation in
the LE bands and has chosen the channel to be used, this
information is sent to the subset of WTRUs 420 that may be
configured to perform CA in order to use resources on the LE
bands. This information may be sent through RRC signaling
to add a CC for at least one WTRU 420. Once a secondary CC
in the LE bands has been added, the BS 405 may then sched-
ule resources for those WTRUS, (either in the UL or DL),
using normal medium access control (MAC)/physical layer
(PHY) control signaling for resource allocation.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of a procedure for activating a
BS-initiated LE band operation performed in the wireless
communication system of FIG. 4 without using the coexist-
ence database 425. In FIG. 6, coexistence between different
systems or RATs is achieved through direct communication
between CCPs. Each CCP may obtain the coexistence infor-
mation needed for selection of frequencies by direct commu-
nication with other CCPs. Each CCP may be considered to be
responsible for all BSs associated with a particular RAT or
operator. Without a coexistence database, the CCPs may
exchange information about the LE spectrum being used by
other secondary users in their area, in order to ensure coex-
istence. The information flow is almost identical to that
shown in FIG. 5, except that in 625, the CCP 410 queries its
neighboring CCP(s) 430, instead of a coexistence database
425, before making an LE band allocation to the BS 405.
Also, there may be no need for the CCP 410 to update the
coexistence database 425—and the CCP LE Usage Confirm
Request 635 is also confirmed 640.

In all of the following scenarios described below with
respect to FIGS. 7-11 may be modified to operate without a
coexistence database 425, as shown in FIG. 6, for the case of
inter-CCP communication.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of a procedure for deactivating a
BS-initiated LE band operation performed in the wireless
communication system of FIG. 4 using the coexistence data-
base 425.

In this scenario, the BS 405 decides to stop operation in the
LE bands. This change may apply to all WTRUs 420 that are
currently connected to the BS 405 through the licensed car-
rier, and implies that the BS 405 itself may operate only on the
licensed band going forward. As a result, all WITRUs that
currently use the LE channels for transmission or reception,
(UL or DL), may terminate operation in this band. The com-
ponent carriers CC(s) which are configured in the LE may
therefore be removed from the configuration of each WTRU
that has a connection with the BS.
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In705 of FIG. 7, the RRM algorithm in the BS 405 decides
to disable operation in the LE band over the entire cell man-
aged by the BS 405. Potential triggers for the RRM algorithm
making this decision may be the conditions in which an
initially triggered scenario in which the network load can be
reliably supported on the licensed band only is removed.

At 710 of FIG. 7, the BS 405 sends an RRC message to
remove the LE carrier for all of the WTRUs in which an LE
CC has been configured. As a result, all WTRUs may no
longer be required to send sounding reference signals or
measure a channel quality indicator (CQI)/precoding matrix
indicator (PMI)/redundancy indicator (RI) for the LE CC.

At 715 of FIG. 7, the BS 405 notifies the CCP 410 of the
release of resources in the LE band that it was using in its CA.

At720 and 725, in the case of the presence of a coexistence
database 425, the CCP 410 may update the coexistence data-
base 425 to indicate that the BS 405 in question is no longer
utilizing the LE channels that were previously allocated. In
the case where other BSs 405 or networks under the control of
this particular CCP 410 are still utilizing the same channels,
certain portions of this procedure may not be required as the
coexistence database 425 may still indicate that there are
systems which utilize these channels under the control of this
CCP 410.

In 730 of FIG. 7, the CCP 410 may also locally update its
own local LE usage information with the release event. Since
this release event may free-up additional resources for other
BSs 405 under the control of the CCP 410, the CCP 410 may
need this information for future resource requests, or for
re-configuring other BSs 405 that may be still operating in the
same bands. In 735, the CCP 410 confirms the release of the
resources to the BS 405.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a procedure for a BS-initiated
CC reconfiguration performed in the wireless communica-
tion system of FIG. 4 using the coexistence database 425.
During operation of the BS 405 in both licensed and unli-
censed bands, there may be situations where the CCs in the
LE bands being used by a subset of WTRUs must be recon-
figured. One example of such a reconfiguration may be to
change the LE carrier from a DL to a UL CC or vice versa in
order to adapt to the changes in the overall load of the net-
work. Another example may be to dynamically change the
UL/DL configuration of an LE carrier, (in the case where that
carrier operates in time division duplex (TDD) as opposed to
frequency division duplex (FDD) mode). It may be that any
reconfiguration decision made by the BS 405 is consistent
with the policies it initially receives from the CCP 410. In that
case, the reconfiguration decision may be made locally, and
only the information about the decision needs to be sent to the
CCP 410, following the reconfiguration.

In 805 of FIG. 8, the RRM algorithm at the BS 405 may
detect aneed to reconfigure a CC inthe LE in order to meet the
new needs of the network load. Such a decision may be
triggered by the change in the relative UL/DL resource
requirements as specified by the WTRU 420 scheduling
requests, buffer status reports and the DL traffic present at the
BS 405.

In 810 of FIG. 8, the BS 405 sends a CC reconfiguration
message to all WTRUs 420 which are using the CC whose
configuration needs to change. This message may be sent
through a single new RRC message specifying the change of
configuration, orusing a set of RRC messages for the removal
of'the CC followed by its addition with new configuration.

In 815 of FIG. 8, the WTRUs 420 that were previously
using this CC may modify their local information about this
carrier. This change of information may impact the behavior
of'the WTRU 420 regarding the CC after its reconfiguration.
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For instance, a WTRU 420 may have been measuring CQI/
PMI/RI on a DL FDD CC and may no longer need to do so
when this CC is changed to a UL FDD CC.

In 820 and 825, following the CC reconfiguration message,
the BS 405 notifies the CCP 410 of the reconfiguration in the
case where the reconfiguration may affect coexistence with
other BSs 405 being managed by the CCP 410. For instance,
ifa CC is reconfigured from UL to DL or vice versa, the CCP
410 may need this information to ensure proper operation and
interference avoidance with other BSs 405 using the same or
neighboring channels in the LE bands. As a result, the CCP
410 updates the information concerning the usage of the LE
channels by each BS 405 so that future channel allocation
decisions may take into account the current usage of each
channel.

In 830 and 835, the decision of the BS 405 to reconfigure a
CC may impact future coexistence decisions with other sys-
tems. In this case, the CCP 410 may update the coexistence
database 425 (if it exists) with this information. Alternatively,
the CCP 410 may communicate with other neighboring CCPs
410 as well.

FIGS. 9A and 9B show a flow diagram of a procedure for
incumbent detection on the LE channel performed in the
wireless communication system of FIG. 4 using the coexist-
ence database 425.

During operation in the LE bands, there may be situations
where a primary user is detected (which requires evacuation
of'the band in order to protect the primary users) or when the
arrival of a secondary user may cause coexistence issues. In
either of these scenarios, the CCP may decide thatthe LE LTE
carrier should be moved to an alternate channel or location in
the LE band.

In 905 of FIGS. 9A and 9B, an incumbent (primary or
secondary) may be detected through one of several methods:

Case 1a, 945) Through periodic access 947 to the geoloca-
tion database 415, the CCP 410 may determine the presence
of a primary user. The CCP 410 then immediately accesses
949 the coexistence database 425 to gain coexistence infor-
mation about other alternate frequencies.

Case 1b, 950) Through periodic access 954 to the coexist-
ence database 425, the CCP 410 may determine the presence
of'a secondary user which may not coexist on the same band,
(given QoS requirements of each user). The CCP 410 then
immediately accesses 952 the geolocation database 415 to
gain information about primary users and potentially avail-
able other frequencies.

Case lc, 955) Through spectrum sensing, which may be
performed at the BS 405, or alternatively at both the BS 405
and certain WTRUS, the presence of an interference or incum-
bent user may be detected, and the CCP 410 may access 957,
959 both databases 415 and 425 in order to gain the required
information to allocate a new channel.

Although periodic database access may be available in the
above procedures, a method may be implemented where cer-
tain portions of the databases 415 and 425 may be triggered
and sent to the CCP 410.

In 910 of FIGS. 9A and 9B, based on the collected infor-
mation, the CCP 410 reallocates the affected LE channel to
another channel. If, on the other hand, there are no available
frequencies, operationin the LE frequencies may be disabled.

In 915 of FIGS. 9A and 9B, the change in the LE channel
is signaled to the affected BS 405, (and any other BS 405
which may be using the same resource under the control of the
CCP 410).

In 920 and 925 of FIGS. 9A and 9B, the BS 405 sends an
announcement message to all WIRUs 420 indicating the
change in frequency. This frequency change may take effect
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once the WIRUs 420 are able to read this message, and
following this, the BS 405 may schedule resources in the LE
band on the new frequency/channel.

In 930, 935 and 940 of FIGS. 9A and 9B, as with the
previous scenarios, the change of frequency is entered into the
coexistence database 425.

FIGS. 10A and 10B show a flow diagram of'a procedure for
WTRU-specific frequency change performed in the wireless
communication system 400 of FIG. 4 using the coexistence
database 425. In this scenario, a specific WIRU may have
difficulty utilizing a channel in the LE band. In that case, that
specific WITRU may be moved to another channel. The deci-
sion may be performed by the BS 405 or the CCP 410,
depending on the scenario.

At 1005, the BS 405 may receive CQI reports on the LE
channel from a particular WTRU 420. These reports may
indicate the quality of this channel for this particular WTRU
420.

At 1010, the BS 405 may determine from the CQI reports
that a different LE channel is required for that WTRU 420,
(e.g., alower frequency channel, in the case the WTRU 420 is
at the cell edge, or an LE channel having a lower overall
network load).

In 1015 and 1020, the BS 405 may initiate a frequency
change request for the WTRU 420 so that CA now occurs with
another LE channel the BS 405 is already aggregating on.

In the scenario 1025 where an appropriate frequency is not
available for this particular WTRU 420, the BS 405 may
initiate a request 1030 for additional resources from the CCP
410.

FIGS. 11A and 11B show an example of enabling CA at a
specific WTRU through supplementary carrier measurement.
The specific WTRU or set of WTRUs may be initially con-
nected to the BS over the licensed band. The BS may initiate
LE Band Activation 1125 to make use of the LE bands for
additional bandwidth based on RRM decisions related to the
overall traffic in the network.

The BS 405 may then begin to transmit reference signals
1130 to allow WTRUs to perform signal quality measure-
ments on a Supplementary Cell in the LE bands. Initially,
these measurements may determine whether a specific
WTRU may receive data on a specific Supplementary Carrier
(i.e. for sounding and basic quality) 1135. When the WTRU
starts to use the Supplementary Cell, these measurements
may be used for scheduling purposes.

The BS 405 may then configure one or more of the Supple-
mentary Cells in the LE band that are available in the BS. This
configuration may be performed in conjunction with config-
uring measurements for the WTRU to perform on these Cells.
Supplementary Cell configuration may allow the BS to be
able to address the Supplementary Carrier when communi-
cating with the WTRU and vice versa. Separate messages
may be used for cell configuration and measurement configu-
ration and may occur at distinct times. The WTRU may then
be aware of the presence of one or more Supplementary Cells
operating in the LE bands. Although the WTRU may not
receiving data on these cells and may not transmit on them,
the WTRU may be performing measurements and transmit-
ting the measurement reports to the BS via the licensed con-
nection.

The BS 405 may then periodically receive buffer status
reports (BSRs) and status reports (SRs) from the WTRU in
question on the licensed band 1105. The BSRs and SRs may
give an indication of the uplink resources required by the
WTRU at a given time. Downlink resources may be deter-
mined at the BS 405 itself.
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The BS 405 may then decide that the WTRU 420 requires
the use of resources on an LE channel. The BS may signal to
the specific WTRU (for instance, using Rel-10 RRC messag-
ing for CA) that it should enable CA 1110. Alternatively,
signaled activation of a Supplementary Cell for CA may not
be necessary and the BS may rely on simply scheduling
resources on the Supplementary Cell. Regardless, at this
stage, measurements may need reconfiguration in order to
ensure that the WTRU performs measurements on the
Supplementary Cell that it may actively be using for trans-
mission and reception on a more regular basis 1115. The
activation, which is optional, and measurement configuration
may be done with a single message or using multiple mes-
sages 1140.

The BS 405 may then start to send downlink resources
allocations and uplink grants on the LE channel following the
time required for the WTRU 420 to receive this signaling. The
WTRU may continue to periodically report measurements on
the active Supplementary Cell, as well as other Supplemen-
tary Cells. At some point, another Supplementary Cell may
become better than the currently employed Supplementary
Cell by a certain threshold, set by the BS 405.

The BS 405 may then move traffic destined for this par-
ticular WTRU from the first Supplementary Cell to the second
Supplementary Cell following the trigger of an event.
Optional activation, as well as some modification of the mea-
surement configuration, may take place 1145.

In the examples described above, the BS may initiate the
use of the LE band or the need to change channels based on
information provided by the WTRU. The BS may request the
CCP to communicate with a coexistence database or other
CCPs in order to obtain coexistence rules, parameters, usable
PCIs, and power restrictions. There are also examples where
the coexistence information initially provided when LE band
operation is started may need to be changed. For example,
BS2 with a higher priority or with exclusive usage rights may
request to use the LE bands. Any BS’s, for example BS1,
currently using the same channel assigned to the BS2 may
need to be notified in order to modify the coexistence rules, or
to enact a channel change in the LE band. The coexistence
database may first notify the CCPs affected by the arrival of
BS2 and the CCPs may communicate the change to the
affected BSes.

FIG. 12 shows an example of the coexistence enabled cell
change or cell reconfiguration. In FIG. 12, it is assumed that
a first base station BS1 1205 is under the control of CCP1
1210 and BS2 1207 is under the control of CCP2 1212.

The coexistence database 425 may detect the need to
change and/or reconfigure one or more cells currently under
the management of CCP1 1210 during or following a request
1220 by BS2 1207 to use the LE band. An LE Usage Change
and/or Reconfiguration 1230 may be transmitted to CCP1
1210 to provide CCP1 1210 with a new configuration or
channel information. In the case of a channel change, a new
set of channels and anew PCI, or set of potential PCls, may be
transmitted to CCP1 1210.

CCP1 1210 may then determine 1240 which BS is affected
by the change in the coexistence information/situation based
on the information provided by the coexistence database. The
specific decision on what action to take may be taken inde-
pendently by CCP1 1210 based on the constraints defined in
the information provided by the coexistence database 425.
For example, the CCP may determine that a change in the
bandwidth of the LE Cell operated by BS1 1205 is sufficient
to ensure coexistence, in which case, only a cell reconfigura-
tion 1250 may be performed. The decision may also involve
complete deactivation of the LE band.
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CCP1 1210 may then instruct BS1 1205 to change the LE
cell configuration 1245 or operating frequency using an LE
Resource Change. An LE Cell Change or Cell Reconfigura-
tion may be transmitted 1250 by BS1 1205 to the WTRUs 420
that it is servicing. This may be transmitted via a change in
system information over the licensed cells served by BS1. As
a result of this message, the CA scenario may be modified to
change the specific LE cell or to reconfigure the LE cell used
by BS1 when performing CA. Confirmation of the action
taken may be transmitted to the CCP 1255 and the coexist-
ence database 1260.

In another example, when handover from one BS to
another BS is performed, the use of LE bands may require
considerations that are not currently part of LTE-A. First, the
new BS may not have operation in the LE bands currently
activated, and therefore, LE band activation may be part of the
handover procedure. Second, the CCP may be made aware of
the handover procedure in order to maintain consistency of
the allocated PCI and channels.

FIG. 13 shows an example of licensed cell handover while
performing CA in LE bands. A WTRU 420 may periodically
report measurements 1305 on the licensed cells which may be
used to trigger a handover decision when in RRC Connected
Mode.

BS1 1205 may then transmit a handover request 1310 to
BS2 1207 through the X2 interface following a decision by
BS11205 to trigger a handover to BS2 1207. In this case BS1
1205 and BS2 1207 are Home (H)eNBs and the handover
may be transmitted through the S1 interface instead. In addi-
tion to the secondary cell information being transmitted, BS1
1205 may also transmit information about the Supplementary
Cells in the LE bands, including the PCI, to BS2 1207.

BS2 1207 may then transmit a LE Resource Request 1315
to the CCP 410, indicating that the trigger is a handover
decision from BS1 1205 assuming BS2 1207 is not using the
LE bands. The CCP 410 may decide to use the same coexist-
ence parameters, LE channel, and LE PCI as was previously
used by BS1 1205. Ifthis is not possible, for example, the PCI
may cause collision or confusion if used by BS2 1207 on the
LE band, the CCP 410 may request updated information from
the coexistence database.

Optionally, the CCP 410 may request 1320 the coexistence
database 425 to issue new coexistence parameters 1325 and
update the information maintained by the database.

The CCP 410 may then confirm the coexistence param-
eters, PCI and channels to be used by BS2 in the LE Resource
Response Message 1330. BS2 1207 may use the information
received from the CCP 410 to activate one or more cells in the
LE bands. BS2 1207 may have completed LE band activation,
similar to FIG. 5.

RRC messaging may be used to reactivate the Supplemen-
tary Cell CA in the WTRU 420 which was torn down during
the handover.

In PCI management variant, coordination of the PCIs used
by each of the BSs, such as BS 405 may need to be managed
by the CCP 410 and may be controlled by the coexistence
database 425 or through communication between the CCPs
410. While the CCP 410 may be responsible for managing the
PCIs used by the BS 405 for that specific operator, inter-
operator PCI collision and confusion may be avoided by
management of the PCI at the coexistence database level or
through inter-CCP communication.

Inthe case of a coexistence database 425, the database may
be responsible for allocating PCIs to be used by each CCP 410
in the LE band based on the geographical location of the CCP
410. The allocation performed by the coexistence database
425 may ensure there is no collision or confusion of PCls
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between BSs 405 managed by different operators. In addi-
tion, the CCP 410 may perform similar management, on a
per-BS basis, based on the PCIs allowed by the coexistence
database 425. In addition, the coexistence database 425 may
also provide guidance, without specifying the actual PCIs to
be used, to avoid PCI collision or confusion. PCI selection
may be performed by the CCP 410 based on this guidance
only.

In PCI suggestion variant, the coexistence database may
use information about the location of the CCP 410 to provide
a list of suggested PClIs to be used. A separate list may be
associated with each of the LE channels that are also sug-
gested by the coexistence database 425 for usage by the
requesting BS 405.

States of Architecture Components

Base Station States

FIG. 15 shows a base station state diagram. In FIG. 15, the
base station may be in one of two possible states. In a first
state, BS State 1 (BS1) 1510, the BS may be operating in
licensed bands only. In BS1 1510, the BS may activate only
cells which operate in the licensed band. In a second state, BS
State 2 (BS2) 1520, the BS may be operating in both licensed
and LE spectrum. In BS2 1520, at least one of the cells
operating in the control of the BS may be in LE spectrum.

FIG. 15 includes four triggers, BS_T1, BS_T2, BS_T3,
and BS_T4.

BS_T1 may consist of enabling the use of CA with LE CC
by the BS. In this case, the BS may configure a cell, either an
existing cell previously operating in the licensed band or a
new cell, to operate in the LE spectrum. The trigger may occur
based on several events. For example, the trigger may occur
based on network degradation detection, from buffer status
reports from the WITRUs or BS buffer occupancy measures.
The trigger may also occur based on one or more WITRUs s that
are shown to be at the cell edge or have moved beyond the cell
edge and has/have limited coverage. The trigger may also
occur based on new WTRUS that join the network with addi-
tional bandwidth requirements.

BS_T2 may consist ofa change or reconfiguration ofan LE
channel or CC. This may include changing the center fre-
quency or bandwidth of the CC within the LE bands (e.g.
change from one channel to another), or the reconfiguration
of'the usage of the CC itself (change from UL to DL FDD CC
or change in the TDD UL/DL configuration of an LE CC).
The trigger may occur based on several events. For example,
the trigger may occur based on network degradation detection
specific to the LE CC, from buffer status reports from the
WTRUs or BS buffer occupancy measures. The trigger may
also occur based on the detection of a primary user on the LE
band channel and availability of another channel in the same
LE band. This may be detected by the CCP through access to
the geolocation database, or through analysis of sensing
results. The trigger may also occur based on the detection of
a secondary system on the LE channel causing coexistence
issues. This may be detected by the CCP through access to the
coexistence database, or through analysis of sensing results.
The trigger may also occur based on a change in the network
load, either uplink/downlink or an increase in bandwidth
requirements of the WTRUs, which may be satisfied through
the reconfiguration of an LE CC, the addition of a new CC, or
the switch to a more suitable CC. The trigger may also occur
based on a WTRU that may be detected at the cell edge, in
which the change of the channel in the LE band would extend
the range of the cell for that WTRU or set of WTRUs that are
affected.

BS_T3 may consist of the BS deciding to disable the use of
CA with LE spectrum within the cell or area served by the BS.
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The trigger can occur based on the several events. For
example, the trigger may occur based on conditions where a
previous network degradation condition is eliminated and
moving all traffic to the licensed band may not cause further
QoS degradation for any WTRUSs. The trigger may also occur
based on conditions where a detection of a primary user on the
LE band channel with no availability of other LE channels.
This trigger may be managed by the CCP through access to
the geolocation database, or through analysis of sensing
results. The trigger may also occur based on conditions where
a detection of a secondary system on the LE channel causing
coexistence issues and no alternate channels available in the
LE band. The trigger may also occur based on conditions
where a cell edge condition for a particular WIRU or set of
WTRUs which initiated use of the LE bands no longer exists.

BS_T4 may consist of a change in the scheduling decisions
made in either uplink or downlink. It entails a change in the
location of resources allocated (from licensed to LE or vice
versa) based on the availability of these resources and the
need for control channel resources. Resources may be sched-
uled using cross-carrier scheduling (from licensed to LE
bands) or within the same carrier.

These decisions may be made dynamically by the MAC
scheduler at the BS in order to maximize the efficiency of the
use of the LE spectrum. They may also depend on the mode
(FDD or TDD, for instance) used in the LE CC.

WTRU States

FIG. 16 shows a WTRU state transition diagram. In FIG.
16, the WTRU may be in three possible states. In a first state,
idle Mode 1605, the WTRU may be in RRC_Idle and there-
fore has no CA enabled. In a second state, WIRU State 1
(US1) 1610 the WTRU may be in RRC_Connected mode
over a licensed band CC but does not use the LE band for
aggregation. In a third state, WTRU State 2 (US2) 1620, the
WTRU may be in RRC_Connected mode and is employing
CA between licensed and LE bands (i.e. a CC on the LE band
is currently active).

FIG. 16 includes four triggers, UE_T1, UE_T2, UE_T3,
UE_T4. The WTRU triggers may come from decisions made
atthe BS or eNB, however, they may be specific to a particular
WTRU and therefore affect only the state of that particular
WTRU or set of WTRUs and not the BS itself.

In UE_T1, the WTRU may be configured to perform CA,
either uplink or downlink or both, with a CC in the LE band.
This may be generally signaled to the WTRU through RRC
signaling to configure the CC. The trigger may occur based on
several events. For example, the trigger may occur based on
WTRU requests for additional bandwidth due to a new QoS
application being launched, or due to an increase in the band-
width requirements of existing applications. The trigger may
also occur based on the buffer status reports from a particular
WTRU that indicate that the licensed bands are no longer
sufficient to satisty the needs of the WTRU. The trigger may
also occur based on a BS determining that a particular WTRU
may require a large amount of DL resources momentarily.

In UE_T2, additional LE CCs may be added to the CA
configuration, or CCs removed from the CA configuration.
Following the change, the WTRU may continue to use the LE
band to receive or transmit from/to the BS. This trigger may
occur in one of several events. For example, the trigger may
occur when the WTRU detects the need for higher or lower
bandwidth. The trigger may also occur when the WTRU is
interfered in the LE bands, through secondary user or inter-
ference, where this interference affects only the WTRU and
not the entire cell. The trigger may also occur when a primary
user is detected which affects only this particular WTRU.
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UE_T3 may be triggered in one of several events. For
example, the trigger may occur when the WIRU bandwidth
requirements drop. The trigger may also occur when a pri-
mary or secondary user is detected as in UE_T2 and no
additional resources are available in the LE band.

UE_T4 may consist of a change in the scheduling decisions
made in either uplink or downlink. UE_T4 is identical to
BS_T4 (see above), except that it may be specific to the
decisions that are made for this particular WTRU. The trigger
may come from scheduling decisions made at the BS.

Algorithms

In order to run the SAP, algorithms may be implemented by
the coexistence system components which communicate with
each other using the facilities provided by the SAP protocols.

Channel Format

FIG. 14 shows an example format of channel and PCI
information in PCI suggestion variant. The list 1400 consists
of a set of information elements (IE), where each IE defines
one LE channel 1410, 1420, 1430, 1440. As part of this IE, a
list of usable PCls is given. In addition, different formats for
this information may not limit the use of PCI suggestion, as it
is described here.

The LE channel list and PCI list may be provided in the
‘Coexistence database Inquiry Response’ message in
examples 1, 4, and 5 above and in the LE Usage Change
and/or Reconfiguration Message 1230 discussed above in
connection with FIG. 12.

Once a CCP receives a PCI suggestion from the coexist-
ence database, or alternately after negotiation with other
CCPs in the alternate architecture, the CCP may determine
the best combination of channel and PCI for the BS that may
be allocated to the LE channel. Such a decision may be made
by the RRM algorithm located at the CCP and may attempt to
minimize the inter-cell interference between the BS managed
by the CCP. The PCI may be chosen based on the BS location
within the operator’s coverage area and the best selected
channel. The algorithm may use the combination of channel
and PCI suggested by the coexistence database to select the
best combination of channel and PCI. Alternatively, the algo-
rithm may first select the channel which minimizes the inter-
ference and then select the PCI which may allow the BS to
individually boost the PHY channels with the minimum
impact on neighboring LE cells using the same LE channel or
neighboring LE channels.

When the CCP selects the LE channel and associated PCI
to use on that channel, the CCP may transmit this information
to the BS using the ‘LE Resource Response’ or the ‘LE
Resource Change Request’.

The selected PCI and frequency used may also be trans-
mitted to the coexistence database for tracking and future
Coexistence Requests by other CCPs following selection by
the CCP. This may be done through the ‘Coexistence Data-
base Update Request’ message or the ‘LE Usage Change/
Reconfiguration Confirm’.

When LE operation is deactivated or terminated by a BS on
a particular cell, the PCI for that cell may need to be trans-
mitted to the coexistence database along with the LE channel
used. This may be done through the ‘Coexistence Database
Update Request’.

In the PCI exclusion variant, the coexistence database may
provide a set of PCIs that may not be used on each of the LE
channels in order to avoid PCI collision or confusion between
the different operators. The list of zero or more PCls associ-
ated with each LE channel may be provided through the same
messaging as described for the PCI suggestion variant.
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The format of this information may be identical to FIG. 14
with the exception that the PCI list in each LE Channel IE may
be interpreted by the CCP as a set of PClIs that should not be
used in the given LE channel.

In the Full PCI Control Variant, the coexistence database
may specify the exact PCI to use for each of the usable LE
channels. In this variant, the coexistence database may be
responsible for PCI management over the LE spectrum.
Although this may provide less flexibility to each individual
operator in terms of cell planning in the LE spectrum, it may
centralize the management to a single entity, instead of hav-
ing the associated algorithms replicated in each CCP.

The messaging required in this variant may be similar to
both PCI suggest and PCI exclusion, except that PCI infor-
mation may not need to be confirmed with the coexistence
database since the selection of the PCI is made at the coex-
istence database and not at the individual CCPs. The format of
the information may also be similar except that the list of PCIs
may be replaced with a single PCI that is enforced by the
coexistence database.

A set of states may be adhered to by both the BS and
WTRUs to enable the use of CA in the LE spectrum. The
definition of these states may ensure a well-defined control of
the use of the LE bands. In addition, specific triggers may be
defined which enable the transition between states for both
the WTRUs and the BS. These triggers are defined in terms of
specific events related to sensing, access of the databases as
described above, as well as RRM tasks which are common in
LTE.

The WTRUs and BS may each independently reside in a set
of states depending on whether CA is being performed
between the licensed and LE carriers or whether only the
licensed carrier is being used, in which case, CA may still be
used according to LTE Rel-10. In addition, certain triggers,
specific to the BS or the WTRUs, may occur which cause
transitions to other states or within the same states.

Channel Selection Algorithm

The channel selection algorithm may involve several steps.

Each network controller (e.g. a WiFi AP) may determine
the channel availability in its location. The network controller
may be aware of its location, as well as the location of all of
its network elements, i.e. location is an area, not a point in
space. The network controller may use information provided
by the coexistence database. For the purposes of coexistence,
anetwork controller may control a network of only one device
(i.e. this process may be done on a device-by-device basis),
although this may not be typical.

The channel availability information (i.e. the spectrum
map) may contain different pieces of information as follows:

It may be binary, that is, it may simply state whether a
channel is available or occupied;

Itmay provide “soft” occupancy information in the form of
interference (power) level on the channel; or

It may provide information on the type of networks/devices
that are using the channel. For example, these may be classi-
fied according to the following criteria: licensed orunlicensed
(which determines whether they may be interfered with at
all); transmit power class (e.g. as per regulatory definitions)
and medium access type (TDMA, CSMA, CDMA, etc.).

A coexistence database may request to be updated by each
network which is a part of a coexistence system with respect
to the observed channel status. The coexistance database may
use the network updates to update a channel map. In particu-
lar, the database may request the following information: the
network’s (or device’s) own maximal transmit power; the
number of devices in the network; the network’s channel
utilization (how heavily is it actually using the channel), and
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channel measurements. The channel measurement informa-
tion provides information with respect to the channels being
used and the channels not being used by the device/network.
These measurements may include of the following param-
eters: measured channel power; measured channel variability
(how much does the power vary), and detected signal types.

When a network controller learns the channel utilization/
spectrum mask (or when it learns of a change in it), the
controller may select what channel to operate on. The selec-
tion may depend on several factors such as channel availabil-
ity and the channel selection etiquette.

Channel availability may mean looking for channels that
are completely free or may mean looking for channels that are
lightly loaded with a network that is compatible to the con-
troller’s own network. For example, a WiFi network expect-
ing 10-20% channel load may share a channel with another
WiF1i network expecting 10-20% channel load.

Channel selection etiquette may mean selecting channels
such that available chunks of contiguous spectrum are not
broken up needlessly.

Coordinated Measurement Opportunities Algorithm

Another algorithm may coordinate a measurement oppor-
tunity for the networks in a particular area that are part of the
same coexistence system (this may be widely known as
“coordinated silence intervals”). The algorithm involves hav-
ing all networks that are part of a coexistence system in a
particular area go silent at a predefined time so that a set of
measurements may be made known. Networks (i.e. those that
are part of the coexistence system) may not be measured. The
ability to go silent at a predefined time may assist in identi-
fying whether any interference/networks other than known
networks are present on channels occupied by known net-
works.

Exemplary algorithms for measurement interval coordina-
tion have been previously provided. In order to coordinate a
measurement interval, however, the following basic opera-
tions may occur:

(1) Coordinating information must be distributed to all the
participating networks. This may include not only scheduling
information but some common time base—or reference a
common time base already present;

(2) Each network may report whether it actually honored
the silence request (some networks may not be able to do so
and this is important to take into account);

(3) Presumably, a network may use the silencing interval to
collect measurements, and these measurements should be
reported.

Network Coverage Selection Algorithm

Another algorithm may select how large of an area a net-
work should cover. Like in the channel selection algorithm,
the decision may be based on the spectrum mask, however in
order to satisfy the needs of this algorithm, the mask may to be
detailed enough for the network controller to determine how
it might select a channel.

For example, circular networks may be defined by using
the controller’s location and a radius. Given a fixed controller
location, a network with a radius of 10 m may have 5 channels
available to choose from, while a network with a radius of 100
m, may only have 2 because 3 of the channels have become
occupied between 10 and 100 meters from the controller.

Just as network coverage selection is impacted by the chan-
nel utilization (spectrum mask), the channel selection algo-
rithm may take into account etiquette consideration through-
out its potential coverage area. Thus the channel selection
algorithm may work in concert with the channel coverage
selection.
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Other Algorithms

Other potential algorithms may include selection of
medium access technology (e.g. CSMA/TDMA), maximal
network data rate.

Basic Service Set

In addition to the algorithms discussed below, a basic set of
capabilities (basic service set) may include the basic access to
the regulatory database, which may be allowed without any
registration to the coexistence system as well as methods for
subscription to the systems.

Service Definitions

Four types of service may include: information service;
event service; command service and basic service.

Because the same SAP is used, from a SAP point of view,
services are two-way. Moreover, services potentially involve
two-way communication (for example, command services
involve commands and responses to the commands).

Service primitives are further described below. For each
primitive, the parameters may include: information service;
command service; event service; and basic service set.

Information Service

This service may be used to disseminate information both
from controlling elements to their controlled elements and
back (the network may be hierarchical with several layers).

In the CHANNEL INFORMATION REQUEST, the fol-
lowing parameters may be included: request ID/network ID,
other identifying information; location (including the area
information is being requested for); recurrence (one-time,
periodic, periodicity rate); channel list request for which
request is issued, and information content requested (how
rich should the information be).

In the CHANNEL INFORMATION RESPONSE, the fol-
lowing parameters may be included: channel information as
discussed above and response time stamp.

In the MEASUREMENT INTERVAL INFORMATION
REQUEST, the following parameters may be included: loca-
tion (including the area information is being requested for);
measurement type, and channel list.

In the MEASUREMENT INTERVAL SCHEDULE, the
following parameters may be included: list of locations
(geolocation and area); list of channels for which the mea-
surement is applicable, and measurement interval schedule.

Command Services

This service may be used by controlling elements to issue
commands (or requests) to controlling elements.

CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT COMMAND. The following
parameters may be included: command ID; network ID/loca-
tion or some other identifier; channel number/list; assignment
start time/time to switch; command reasons (for example, in
response to a CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT REQUEST—in
this case Request ID should be included) and optional param-
eters for advanced services such as maximal power or cover-
age radius; technology to be used and channel utilization
limits.

It should be noted that the CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT
REQUEST as structured may be used to assign channel, set
network radius, etc., and to support the more advanced algo-
rithms as described above.

The CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT REQUEST is a result of
execution of a channel assignment algorithm at a controlling
node. In particular, channel etiquette (e.g. avoiding the break-
ing up of spectrum) may have already been taken into
account. In typical architectures the request may be issued: 1)
from a controlling central manager (CM) to a sub-servient in
a hierarchical network; or 2) from a CM to a central entity
(CE) associated with it.
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A NULL channel assignment may be used to revoke all
existing assignments. This may be used to avoid the need to
define a channel revocation command, as shown below.

In the CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT RESPONSE, the fol-
lowing parameters may be included: command ID; network
ID/location; operation result (success/failure); reason for fail-
ure and optional security parameter such as a signed attesta-
tion that operation is complete.

It should be noted that the CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT
RESPONSE is so critical to overall network operation that a
device-secure certificate of compliance may be desirable in
the response.

In the CHANNEL REVOCATION COMMAND, the fol-
lowing parameters may be included: command ID; network
ID/location or some other identifier; channel number/list and
revocation time.

It should be noted that the channel revocation request may
be used together with a channel assignment request to change
a channel assignment (including changing parameters like
power on the same channel).

A CHANNEL REVOCATION COMMAND may not be
needed, if a NULL channel assignment is supported in the
channel assignment command.

In the CHANNEL REVOCATION RESPONSE, the fol-
lowing parameters may be included: command ID; network
ID/location; operation result (success/failure); reason for fail-
ure and an optional security parameter such as a signed attes-
tation that operation is complete.

In the MEASUREMENT COMMAND, the following
parameters may be included: command ID; network ID/loca-
tion; list of devices within the network which are to make the
measurement; options such as ALL (for all devices) or un-
specified (left up to network controller) are to be supported; If
specific devices are included parameters may include device
IDs (e.g. MAC IDs) and/or geolocations; measurement
schedule; one-time/recurring; channel list; measurement
time/recurrence; other parameters (durations, desired SNR,
etc.) and measurement type.

It should be noted that the measurement to take advantage
of'a coordinated silencing interval is inferred from the sched-
ule, measurement type and channel list.

In the MEASUREMENT RESPONSE, the following
parameters may be included: command ID; network ID. (List
of devices which made the reported measurements. Includes
device locations and/or IDs (e.g. MAC IDs) and measurement
times per device); measurement parameters and measure-
ment results.

Event Service

This service may be used by controlled elements to provide
information to controlling elements.

In the EVENT TRIGGER SET REQUEST, the following
parameters may be included: request 1D; network ID/loca-
tion; event trigger description and parameters.

It should be noted that even triggers are used to setup some
of the event services. Some of the measurements may be
trigger-based and are therefore setup in this fashion, as
opposed to using the information service.

It the EVENT TRIGGER SET RESPONSE, the following
parameters may be included: request 1D; network ID/loca-
tion; results (success/failure); reason for failure.

In the TRIGGERED EVENT REPORT, the following
parameters may be included: trigger set request ID; network
ID/location; event occurrence time, and event report content
(depends on the event; may be measurements content).

In the CHANNEL USAGE CHANGE REPORT, the fol-
lowing parameters may be included: network ID/location; list
of channels being affected; free up time and change type
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(channel being freed up or assigned; channel power is being
changed (reduced); change in channel load and change in
channel medium access method).

It should be noted that the event primitive is used to indi-
cate to the coexistence service that a network is changing how
it uses a channel on its own (as opposed to in response to a
command from the service). It may be used to indicate to the
controlling CM that a channel usage is being reduced. It is
used by the controlling CM to control its peers and by CDIS
to inform of actions such as whether to reduce or increase
usage.

Inthe CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT REQUEST, the follow-
ing parameters may be included: request ID; network ID/lo-
cation or some other identifier; channel number/list;
requested start time/time to switch; reason for request and
optional parameters for advanced services (maximal power or
coverage radius; technology to be used; channel utilization
limits).

Also note that the CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT REQUEST
event may be used to request that a channel assignment be
made. The corresponding COMMAND is the response to the
request.

Basic Service

This service provides the basic capabilities as previously
defined above in connection with the basic service set
embodiment. In addition to the messaging defined here, the
basic service set includes an authentication exchange. The
authentication exchange relies on well-known authentication
techniques, but involves a number of messages, which are not
discussed.

In the REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT REQUEST, the
following parameters may be included: request ID and net-
work/device ID.

It should be noted that presence of this query allows a
device to discover what regulatory environment it is in. This
supports international roaming.

In the REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT RESPONSE,
the following parameters may be included: request ID and
regulatory environment information.

In the REGULATORY CHANNEL LIST REQUEST, the
following parameters may be included: request ID; regulatory
database ID (NULL if not known); regulatory requestor 1D
and required regulatory information (location, appropriate
device 1D, etc.).

It should be noted that this is used to get information from
the regulatory database. The coexistence system acts as a pass
through, although in some cases it may be allowed to act as a
proxy for the regulatory database.

One of'the reasons for including the above parameters is to
facilitate access to (e.g. discovery of) the regulatory database.

Inthe REGULATORY CHANNEL LIST RESPONSE, the
following parameters may be included: response ID and regu-
latory response context (depends on each regulatory environ-
ment).

In the COEXISTENCE SERVICE SUBSCRIPTION
REQUEST, the following parameters may be included:
request ID; network ID/device 1D and requested service ID.

In the COEXISTENCE SERVICE SUBSCRIPTION
RESPONSE, the following parameters may be included:
request ID; network ID/device ID and response and reason for
it.

Although features and elements are described above in
particular combinations, one of ordinary skill in the art may
appreciate that each feature or element can be used alone or in
any combination with the other features and elements. In
addition, the methods described herein may be implemented
in a computer program, software, or firmware incorporated in
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a computer-readable medium for execution by a computer or
processor. Examples of computer-readable media include
electronic signals (transmitted over wired or wireless connec-
tions) and computer-readable storage media. Examples of
computer-readable storage media include, but are not limited
to, a read only memory (ROM), a random access memory
(RAM), a register, cache memory, semiconductor memory
devices, magnetic media such as internal hard disks and
removable disks, magneto-optical media, and optical media
such as CD-ROM disks, and digital versatile disks (DVDs). A
processor in association with software may be used to imple-
ment a radio frequency transceiver for use in a WTRU, UE,
terminal, base station, RNC, or any host computer.

We claim:

1. A method of coexistence management comprising:

receiving a channel request from a requesting wireless

network of a plurality of secondary user wireless net-
works;

obtaining available channel information from a geoloca-

tion database;

collecting channel usage information from the secondary

user wireless networks, the channel usage information
comprising a different type of information than the
available channel information from the geolocation
database and indicating at least one characteristic of
devices in the secondary user wireless networks; and
providing, to the requesting wireless network, a ranked list
of available channels based at least on the available
channel information and the channel usage information.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising ranking the
available channels based on channel quality to provide the
ranked list.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the ranking the available
channels based on channel quality includes ranking the avail-
able channels based on an interference level between the
plurality of secondary user wireless networks.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of wireless
networks comprise at least one of a cellular network or a
wireless local area network (WLAN).

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving sensing information from a plurality of base sta-

tions, wherein each the plurality of base stations is in a
corresponding wireless network from among the plural-
ity of secondary user wireless networks.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein at least one of the
plurality of base stations is configured to sense a wireless
spectrum to provide sensing information.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the wireless spectrum is
a license exempt (LE) spectrum.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein each of the plurality of
base stations is selected from a group consisting of an
enhanced Node-B (eNB), a home eNB (HeNB) and an access
point (AP).

9. A method of spectrum coordination comprising:

receiving, at a co-existence manager, a channel request

from a requesting wireless network;

determining, at the co-existence manager, channel usage

information of associated secondary user wireless net-
works that use service of the co-existence manager from
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the secondary user wireless networks, the channel usage
information indicating at least one characteristic of
devices in the secondary user wireless networks;

generating, at the co-existence manager, a ranked list of
channels that are available to the requesting wireless
network based at least on the channel usage information;
and

providing, to the requesting wireless network, the ranked

list of the channels.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the channel usage
information comprises information of wireless networks that
may cause coexistence issues.

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising ranking the
available channels based on channel quality to provide the
ranked list.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the ranking the avail-
able channels based on channel quality includes ranking the
available channels based on an interference level between the
plurality of secondary user wireless networks.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the channel request is
a spectrum allocation request.

14. The method of claim 9, further comprising receiving
selected usage parameters for use in future coexistence deci-
sions.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the selected usage
parameters include a selected channel.

16. The method of claim 9, wherein the channels that are
available for the requesting wireless network comprise white
space channels.

17. The method of claim 9, wherein the receiving the chan-
nel request from the requesting wireless network includes
receiving the channel request from a base station in the
requesting wireless network.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the base station
comprises at least one of an enhanced Node-B (eNB), ahome
eNB (HeNB) and an access point (AP).

19. The method of claim 9, wherein the requesting wireless
network is one of a cellular network or a wireless local area
network (WLAN).

20. The method of claim 9, wherein the channel usage
information of at least one of the associated secondary user
wireless networks comprises a transmit power associated
with the respective secondary user wireless network.

21. The method of claim 9, wherein the channel usage
information of at least one of the associated secondary user
wireless networks comprises an antenna height associated
with the respective secondary user wireless network.

22. The method of claim 9, wherein the channel usage
information of at least one of the associated secondary user
wireless networks comprises:

at least one license exempt channel occupied by the respec-

tive secondary user wireless network; and

a time duration of the at least one license exempt channel

occupied by the respective secondary user wireless net-
work.



